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and of the social relations they sustain
to other great politicians, but the Bible
says: " I t is not for kings to drink
wine, nor for princes strong drink."
W h y not ? "Lest they forget the law,
and pervert the judgment of any of the
afflicted.". Intoxicating drink is the
cause of much lawlessness and injustice : " W o e unto them that rise up early
in the morning, that they may follow
strong d r i n k ; that continue until night,
till wine inflame them." This scripture describes the awful serfdom of
the drink habit. Alcohol is a cruel
king.
Many more similar expressions we
find in the sacred volume against the
liquor habit and traffic.

N E W S OF CHURCH ACTIVITY,..
SABBATH-SCHOOL

O B I T U A R Y , ETC.,

16
4
11
16

Temperance.

A sermon preached by J. R. Zook
.at the Gospel Temple, Des Moines, la.,
December 1, 1907.
T e x t : "And they have cast lots for
-my people; and have given a boy for a
harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that
they might drink." (Joel 3:3.)
This text clearly indicates what the
appetite for strong drink will lead people to do—even a whole nation. People are doing the same to-day—sacrificing their sons and daughters and
the morals of a nation for the nefarious liquor traffic.
Other expressions in God's word
denominate evils of various colors—
"wine is a mocker, strong drink is
r a g i n g ; and whosoever is deceived
thereby is not wise." This reference
sets forth the character of strong
drink, and the foolishness of him who
is therewith decoyed. " H e that loveth
wine shall not be rich"—a promise of
poverty for it drains the purse.
Sacred writers affirm also that woe,
contention, babblings, wounds without cause, and bleared eyes are the
heritage of a toper. It is claimed by
some that high officials are excusable
for indulging in high wine drinks bec a u s e of their peculiar environments,

- T h e increase and dominance of the
liquor business in our fair land is one
of the most alarming things we can
contemplate.
W h e n we consider its almost unlimited
wealth, its
unscrupulous
methods, its power to corrupt politicians, parties, courts and legislators,
its brazen defiance to law and o r d e r ;
its utter contempt for all law, both human and divine, we may well tremble.
Because the stability of our republic is
dangerously threatened, and our liberties assailed.
It holds a menacing rod over our
judges and juries, and, if possible, intimidates the chief executives of our
commonwealth. It constantly tightens
its grip on the throat of every aspirant
to public office. W e may be thoughtless and indifferent
about it, but
nevertheless this great j u g g e r n a u t of
the twentieth century is grinding
under its damning wheels the awful
grist of one hundred thousand victims
every year.
Hell enlarges itself to receive our
rum-ruined sons and daughters of
America.
Visit .our prisons and poor-houses
and see the army of inebriates and
paupers, lunatics and criminals that
come reeling through their doors,
made by this diabolical business, that
far outnumber the soldiers that ever
marched under the stars and stripes of
American freedom. Only destitution,
immorality, suffering and poverty have
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ALARM.

John Kemper's New Year,

THE

but we will n

ever followed in the wake of the saloon, brewery and distillery.
• Those who engage in the traffic get
great wealth, but they carve their fortunes from the tears and heart-blood
of the millions of its 'helpless victims.
Let us call a halt in the name of Jehovah, and demand a reformation.
Some one may ask whether I believe
in voting? I answer, " Y e s ; if a
moral question is up, but not for rotten politicians—whisky men." I can't
see how men professing to be Christians can, with a good conscience, vote
for men w h o support the liquor traffic. W h e n we vote for men or political parties that sustain the liquor
business, we support it as well. May
God help us to think more of human
souls and morality than of parties,
money and office.
INTOXICANTS N O PHYSICAL

BENEFIT.

Alcohol has a severe effect on the
kidneys, and gives rise to a serious disease known as Bright's disease. This
is not the only cause of this ailment,
but the most frequent.
Lungs.
As the heart beats faster
and weaker under the influence of
alcohol, the lungs are apt to be continually over-filled with blood. This
produces frequent attacks of bronchitis, colds, and other lung troubles.
A rapidly fatal disease of the lungs
called alcoholic consumption has been
recognized by medical writers.
The Liver.
T h e liver, the greatest
blood organ of the body, is thought to
be the first to suffer from alcoholic
drinks, causing it to become large and
fatty. If the use be continued, at a
later stage the liver becomes smaller
and harder than in health. The material of its cells being thus changed,
it is unable to secrete bile, or store up
the liver sugar for the use of the body.
This is then called by medical men
"the drunkard's liver." God forbid
that we should be found with a "gin
liver," as was a certain Catholic priest
on post mortem examination
The Heart.
Alcohol affects the
heart through the nerves, which control and regulate its beat. There are
nerves that act as breaks to keep the
heart from beating too fast, and thus
(Continued on page 14.)
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passed through sorrow and bereavement. There have been burdens of
many kinds to bear. Fiery conflicts
have tried the faith that is often so
weak, but how blessed it is to have
come through it all without having
suffered ship-wreck of our faith, and
we can set up an Ebenezer anew, and
thankfully ascribe praise and blessing
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our salvation, who became like one of
us .in the incarnation, so that he could
be touched -with the feeling of our infirmities, and could be a merciful and
faithful high-priest, never leaves those
who are his in the fierce battles. He
stands by and overcomes the enemy;
we overcome by his help.
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EDITORIAL.
W e w i s h f o r all o u r r e a d e r s a
t r u l y H a p p y N e w Y e a r in t h e
Lord I
I asked the New Year for some motto
sweet,
Some rule of life with which to guide my
feet;
I asked and paused; he answered, soft and
low,
"Gcd's zvill to K N O W . "
"Will knowledge then suffice, New Year?"
I cried;
And ere the question into silence died
The answer came, "Nay, but remember,
•too,
God's will to DO."
Once more I asked, "Is there no more to
tell?"
And once again the answer sweetly fell;
"Yes, this one thing all other things
above:
God's will to LOVE."—Anon.
,

Hitherto.

The last regular Sunday-school lesson for the year 1907 showed us the
picture of Israel's deliverance from
their Philistine oppressors, when
Samuel prayed and the Lord heard
and answered, and thundered with a
great thunder against the enemy, thus
causing their discomfiture and defeat. Then came the setting up of
the stone of remembrance—Ebenezer
—and the expression of Samuel,
"Hitherto the Lord hath helped us."
How fitting for the Christian to
take a retrospective view of the past
as he comes to the close of the year.
and is about to step over the threshold
of the New. Who is there that follows Christ who has not had conflict,
trial and temptation? Many have

No doubt many, if not all, of us,
have met things new to us during the
year now closed. In our family and
social relations the passing years
bring the changes which are inevitable.
Children are born into the families,
they grow from infancy to youth and
young manhood and young womanhoodj they go out from the home.
The poet expresses it briefly yet comprehensively in "From Shore to
Shore:"
"In CHI.'DHOOD'S hour with careless joy
Upon the stream we glide;
With YOUTH'S bright hopes we gaily speed
T o reach the other side.
MANHOOD looks forth with steady glance,
T I M E steady plies the oar;
While O . D AGE calmly waits to hear
T h e keel upon the shore."

[January I, 1908.

look over the year with satisfaction
and you say, "Ebenezer, hitherto has
the Lord helped us."
But, perhaps, there are homes where
suffering and sorrow have cast their
dark shadow. Sickness of members
of the family has brought much of
anxious thought and, perhaps, gloomy
foreboding. Or, perhaps, and we
know there are many who have had
this experience, the death messenger,
against whom no lock is strong
enough to bar him out, has come into
your home and there is a vacant chair,
it may be of child, or companion, or
of parent, and it has left you desolate,
and you question as to why this is so.
Ah, there is much of "Rachel weeping for her children;" there are many
that sorrow over departed ons. But
God is good, supremely good. No
good thing will he withhold from them
who fear him. You may also look up
to him and raise up your "Ebenezer,"
by faith you can say, thus far the Lord
has helped: and look into the future
with confidence that:
" H e who hath led, will lead
All through the wilderness
He who hath fed. will feed,
H e who hath heard thy cry
Will not forget thy tear.
H e loveth ever faileth never
So rest in him, to-day, forever."

There are two other comfortable
hitherto's which make excellent companions to the hitherto of help. The
first is found in Numbers 14:19*
where Moses intercedes for the reThus goes the tragedy of life, and bellious people. The people so often
if all of it were found "Under the provoked God, murmuring against
sun," we might well say with Solo- God and Moses. The Lord now said,
mon, The day of one's death is better '.T will smite them with the pestilence
than the day of one's birth. But since and disinherit them, and will make of
thee (Moses) a greater nation and
"It is not all of life to live,
Nor all of death to die."
mightier than they." .But Moses innor all life "under the sun," we rec- terceded for them. Read verses 13
ognize in the arrangements and plans to 19. He closes with "Pardon, I be-,
of God that in one's birth there is the seech thee, the iniquity of this people
beginning of glorious possibilities according to the greatness of the
which shall not end with the life that mercy—loving-kindness R. V.—and as
• now is but reaches far into eternity. thou hast forgiven this people, from
"The things which are seen are tem- Egypt even until now—hitherto (marforgiveness.
poral, but the things which are not gin). The hitherto of
"If we confess our sins he is merciful
seen are eternal."
Thus, dear readers, families where and just to forgive our sins and to
the VISITOR has come during the year cleanse us from all iniquity." (I. John
now past, you have had your joys; no 1:9.)
doubt you have realized the goodness
The other hitherto we find in
and mercy of God. You have toiled Joshua 17:14. The hitherto of blessand labored faithfully in order to meet ing. We no doubt think of many temthe requirements of God in a temporal poral blessings, which was the matter
way: perhaps there has come into in question with the children of
your home a tender little blossom for Joseph. They had become a strong
your care and love and joy; perhaps people under the blessing of the Lord.
one of its members has flown out of But we under the Gospel have somethe home nest to take up the burden thing better. In Ephesians 1:3 the
of life in his or her own home by the Apostle writes, The blessed G o d . . . .
side of a chosen companion, and you hath blessed us with all spiritual bless-

i
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ings in heavenly places in Christ.
T h u s can we be made strong in the
strength of the Captain of our salvation. W e have none other merit on
which we may securely stand; but we
need none other, he is sufficient.
"I
stand upon H I S merit, I know no
safer stand; not even where glory
dwelleth in Immanuel's land." So
let us be encouraged by these three
comfortable hitherto's—the
hitherto
of forgiveness;
the hitherto of blessing, and the hitherto of help. And as
you step into the new year take along
Ephesians 6:10-18
and
Hebrews
12:1, 2, and feed on I. John 3:1-3.
And may you have a year of growth
in all that pertains to your soul's prosperity. And may you meet all of
life's providences courageously
and
know that nothing can harm the
Father's child, that "all things work
together for good to those who love
God, who are the called according to
his purpose."

there seems to be an opinion of that
kind among some, and they feel grieved that the project was so forwarded

A letter from Bro. Elias M. Smith,
of Clay Center, Kans., informs us of
a season of blessing vouchsafed to the
Clay county church. T h e meeting
was commenced and continued a week
by Bro. T. A. Long, and continued
later by Elder M. G. Engle and Bro.
J. M. Sheets, and was in the fifth
week already. Seventeen had turned
to the Lord, and deep conviction was
still resting on the people. Some of
the- saints had sought and found a
deeper work of grace. T h u s can the
L o r d revive his work. I t is his w o r k ;
the souls are his: not a one but has
been redeemed by the precious blood
of Jesus Christ—the L a m b of God
w h o bore away the sin of the world.
T h e prayer of the church should be
more fervent, praying ^ie Lord to
revive his work. O that conviction,
deep and strong would come upon the
people, and overcome the awful indifference prevailing everywhere.
•• •
In admitting the recent correspondence on Colonization in the VISITOR
columns, we did not consider that it
would be regarded as a violation of the
rule of the paper, not to admit advertisements in its columns. Of course,
those who are near to, and acquainted with, the beginnings of the movement have opportunities of knowing
whether personal or individual profit
lies at the root of the scheme, a knowledge which we at this distance d o n e t
have. W e did not think that it was
the project of any one brother in order
to make a good thing out of it for
himself, financially. But from some
correspondence that has come to us,

Meetings are in progress at the A i r
Hill M. H . in North Franklin county.
Bro. and Sister Zook are laboring
there. A number of souls have turned
to the L o r d and it is hoped that many
more will be brought to repentance,
and turn their feet unto the testimonies
of the Lord. Go where we will there
are many who are yet unsaved, and
people are wonderfully indifferent in
regard to salvation. AVell may the
church pray with the poet,

by the VISITOR.

It is not pleasant for

us to feel that any one of our friends
should be grieved. However, be that
as it may, as evidenced'by other correspondence, the movement is favorably received and regarded by some,
who have been isolated from the
church and who now hope to get located where they can have church
privileges. Elder Jacob N . Engle has
written us, approving of the movement, in that he has come in contact
with the disadvantages those members
who are isolated have to suffer. And
since we published. considerable correspondence last year in reference to
colonizing in the Canadian .West, we
hardly felt justified in refusing to
publish this more recent correspondence. W e hope those who have been
grieved over it will have much forbearance and love.

"O Lord! thy work revive
In Zion's gloomy hour;
And let our dying graces live
By thy restoring power.
"0,.let thy chosen few
Awake to earnest pray'er;
Their solemn vows again renew
And walk in filial fear.
''Thy Spirit then will speak
Through lips of humble clay,
Till hearts of adamant will break
Till rebels shall obey."
J u s t before going to press there
came the glad tidings of a gracious
work of the Divine Spirit visiting the
Bethel congregation in N o r t h Dickenson, Kans. A goodly number had already accepted the offer of grace in
Christ Jesus as Savior, and the work
was yet in progress. T h u s here and
there the L o r d is graciously visiting
his people. O that the "showers of
blessing" would increase until everywhere the church would be revived,
and large numbers be gathered into
the fold.
Many of our friends are still inquiring regarding Sister Detwiler's condition. F o r this reason we make a brief
report now and then. F o r ten weeks
now she has been relieved of any spe-

cial distress, although not able to go
about. D u r i n g this time she was tapped the third time, and up to now the
swelling has not returned. W e are
hoping that the improvement may continue. W e are touched and humbled
by the many marks of sympathy and
kindness of our readers. May God
bless you all. W e are sure you will
continue to pray for us.
The Brethren T. A. L o n g and J o h n
Herr, who were commissioned to visit
isolated members and do evangelistic
work along the way, in Southern K a n sas and Missouri, started on their trip
the week before Christmas. W e hope
for them a trip of blessing for themselves, and that they may be a blessing to many on their itinerary.
'W r e are informed that the health of
Sister Rhoda Z. Martin is such that
it was regarded that she would stay in
India through another hot season at
great risk. So it was decided'at the
annual meeting of the Association to
send them home on furlough for a
year. T h e y are now looking to the
Lord to open their way financially.
The special meetings which were
held in the Markham, O n t , district,
closed December 20. with good interest, quite a number having yielded to
their convictions.
Religion gives a man courage. I
do not mean the courage that hates,
that smites, that kills, but the calm
courage that loves and heals and
blesses such as smite and hate and
kill; the courage that dares resist
evil, popular, powerful, anointed evil,
yet does it with good, and knows it
shall thereby overcome. T h a t is not
a common quality. I think it never
comes without religion.— Parker.
m »

»

Nearer Home.
O'er the hill the sun is setting,
And the eve is drawing on ;
Slowly droops the gentle twilight,
For another day is gone;
Gone for aye—its race is o'er—
Soon the darker shades will come,
Still it's sweet to know at even
We are one day nearer home.
One day nearer, sings the mariner,
As he glides the waters o'er,
While the light is softly dying
On his distant native shore.
Thus the Christian on life's ocean,
As his life-boat cuts the foam,
In the evening cries with rapture,
I am one day nearer home.
Nearer home! Yes, one day nearer
To our Father's house so bright—
To the green fields and the fountains
In the land of pure delight;
For the heavens grow brighter o'er us,
And the lamps hang in the home;
And our tents are pitched still closer,
For we're one day nearer home.
Sel. by Anna S. Myers.

EVANGELICAL VISITOR.
NEWS OF CHURCH ACTIVITY
IN THE

HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS
Our C i t y M i s s i o n s .
Philadelphia, 3423 N. Second street, in
charge of Brother Peter Stover and Sister
Stover.
Buffalo, N. Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
street, in charge of Brother George Whisler and" Sister Effie Whisler.
Chicago Mission, 5956 Peoria street. In
charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Bro. B. I.
Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
Des Moines, Iowa Mission, 737 Ninth
street. Church, Thirteenth and University Ave. In charge of Eld. J. R. and
Sister Anna Zook.
Jabbok Orphan Home, Thomas, Okla.,
in charge of Bro. and Sister A. L. Eisenhower.
A d d r e s s e s of M i s s i o n a r i e s .

Africa.
H . P . and Grace Steigerwald, Abbie
Bert, Elizabeth Engle, Matoppo Mission,
Bulawayo, South Africa.
H . Frances Davidson, Adda Engle,
Macha Mission, Kalomo, N. W. Rhodesia,
care Dist. Commissioner, South Africa.
Harvey J. and Emma Prey, Mtshabezi
Mission; Levi and Sallie Doner, Maria
Werkman, Mapane Mission, Gwanda, Rhodesia, South Africa, care of Blanket Mine.
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Moderfontein P . O. (Intokozo Training School), via
Zurfontein, Transvaal, South Africa.
Isaac O. and A. Alice Lehman, Box ri6.
Fordsburg, Transvaal, South Africa.
India.
A. L. Mrs. A. L. and Ezra Musser, Maggie Landis, No. 90 Cantonment, Lucknow,
India.
N. H . and Mrs. N. H . Reichard, Daltonganj, Bengal, India.
D. VV. and Mrs. D. W. Zook, Sripat,
Purunia. Bankura district, Bengal, India.
J. H . and Anna Sparrow,
Raghunathpur P. O., Manbhoom district, India.
Elmina Hoffman, Kedgaon, Poona Dist.,
Ramabai Home, India.
Mrs. Fannie Fuller, Gowalia, Tank Road,
Bombay, India.
Mrs. Martha Keech, Cardington, Bedford, England.
Central

America.

Mr. and Mrs.. J. G. Cassel, San Marcos,
Guatemala, C. A.

•• *
MOUNTAIN

MISSIONS.—Dear

readers;

through the love and mercy of God, and
in answer to prayer, another box of clothing, weighing 170 lbs. has been sent for
distribution to the leading missionary
among the poor mountain whites. This is
the eleventh box of from 170 to 500 lbs.
sent them. It is some years since God first
laid the work upon me. A large number
of Bibles and Testaments have also been
sent,—most of them direct from the American Bible Society to that field. Hundreds
of very good articles of warm clothing for
men, women and children have been sent;
also much new clothing purchased expressly for the missionaries. The people being
poor they cannot do much for the workers who have families to support, so what
God has led me to send has been received
with tears and real gratitude to God and
those who have helped me. I have a perfect measurement taken by a tailor for
two of the workers and was led to send
recently for the measurement of the third
worker. Our clothier can, fit them and
gives me a reduction on these goods. W e
hope to send another box by last of Jan-

[January I, ic

uary, or as soon as I have enough to purchase two more suits of clothing. Most of
the money in this report was used to purchase clothing for the last donation sent
in November, ten dollars was sent directly
to the work by request. If we help to
keep the workers going we too shall have
a share in the harvest of souls. If you
really knew the ceaseless rounds of toil
and exposure the mountain missionaries
undergo. They are men of faith and the
Holy Ghost, doing a blessed work, going
up and down those mountains of the South,
often having to secure a guide, going up
wheie a horse has never been or never will
be, from home to home, pleading, praying,
singing, doing good personal work, preaching the coming of Christ and the importance of being ready to meet him at his
coming, distributing Bibles with untiring
energy.' If you knew the truth as it really
is, many a heart that has not responded
would be touched and be glad to help me
help them.
Christmas will soon be here. Many of
you will have a happy time in your pleasant homes with your loved ones. Would
you not like to help in this good and great
God-given work? T o all who have helped me, God keeps the books, your loving
deeds will be repaid. God bless you.
A report from the field will appear later.
Please keep praying and let us all be ready
for the coming Christ.
The following sums were received:
Zion, Kans., district, $15; Clay, Kans., district, $12; a sister, Colorado Springs,
Col., $5; a sister, Abilene, Kans., $ 1 ; a
sister, Mercersburg, Pa., $2; a brother,
Louisvile, Ohio, $5; a brother, Hope,
$2.50; a sister, Stevensville, O n t , 50 cents;
In His Name, $5.
MRS.

ABBIE CRESS,

God's Solicitor.
PHILADELPHIA, PA.—"Whosoever hateth
his brother is a m u r d e r e r : and ye know
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.
"Hereby perceive we the love, of God
because be laid down his life for u s : and
we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren.
"But whoso hath this world's goods, and
seeth his brother's need, and shutteth up
his bowels of compassion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in him?
"My little children let us not love in
word. Neither in tongue; but in deed and
in truth." ( I . John 3:15-18.)
Our revival meeting began last Sabbath,
the 8th, and continued with good interest
until to-night. W e had blessed meetings;
all were well attended. W e are glad to
see souls coming home and saints revived.
God surely hears and answers prayer.
W e thank him for Holy Ghost preachers
who preach the clean cut way. Bro. Abner
Martin, from Elizabethtown, has been conducting these meetings, and we thank God
we have brethren who do not shun to declare the whole counsel of God, who preach
the word in its purity and holiness.
W e thank God for the encouragement we
have been to one another.. Our souls have
been lifted up and refreshed.
Our building is now the property of
Brethren; it is all paid for and the
ceipt in hand. W e wish to thank God
he does care for us and provides for
needs as he sees we need them. W e

the
rethat
our
still

have Bro. Tracy and Sister Shaffer at the
Mission for whom we must provide, and,
as you all know, my time and labor is all
given to the Mission. I have no income
and unless the Lord lays the burden on
some souls /to help us we would have to
look for natural work, but God has always provided for us, and we believe him
for the future: trust he will lay the burden of giving on some one who has much
of this world's goods stored
away.
Things are so costly here in the city at the
present time and money so hard to get.
I still have that seven-year-old boy: it
seems I cannot get a home for him. Will
not some one open their heart and home
to this little boy?
God will bless you
if you do. Pray for us and the dear souls
who made a start for the kingdom in our
revival meetings.
PETER STOVER AND W I F E .

Philadelphia,

Mission,

Dec. IS, 1907.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.—Dear readers of the
VISITOR: Greeting in the precious name
of Jesus. W e come to you with a heart
full of love and praise. W e are greatly
encouraged in the Lord's work. W e
started Sunday-school. T h e first Sunday
there was quite a little number here. On
December 15 we started a meeting right
after Sunday-school. Bro. Abner Martin
preached to us. H e encouraged many
hearts. His visit to Philadelphia was
greatly enjoyed; may the Lord bless him
for his labor. W e do thank and praise the
Lord that he does provide for his children;
someone sent us potatoes, and we thank
the Lord for them. W e also received
$2.50 for the poor from a brother and
sister of Mount Joy, and we will use it for
that purpose. May the dear Lord bless
them abundantly for their obedience. W e
got chairs for the Mission room; a Philadelphia brother gave us $7 towards them.
The chairs are paid for, praise his dear
name.
Our brother, the old soldier, is greatly
encouraged. The Brother's and sisters of
Second street stand by us very nobly.
Bro. Stover is interested in the Mission
work; remember him in your prayers. W e
work together for Jesus and also for the
good of others. O brothers and sisters, get
out of the luktwarm condition and be up
and a doing for the Lord. W e believe our
Lord will soon make his appearing. Ask
the question, are we ready when he
comes? Glory, hallelujah, that it is our
privilege to be ready. Let us get hot for
the Lord, then he can do something for us
and with us. Pray for your unworthy
brother and sister,
ABRAHAM LANDIS AND W I F E .

309 W. Norris

street,

Philadelphia,

Branch Mission of 3423 North
street, Philadelphia,
Pa.
MAPANE

MISSION,

SOUTH

Pa.

Second

AFRICA.—

Greetings in Jesus' name. "The angel of
the Lord encampeth round about them
that fear him, and delivereth them."
W e have again many reasons to magnify, the Name of the Lord. H i s faithfulness toward us is proved time and again.
His love abideth forever, blessed be his
dear Name.
By the help and grace of God I will
give an account of the love feast held recently at this place, November 2 and 3.
When we heard that new workers were
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coming we at once thought of having a
love feast. It was appointed by the workers to be at this place. We looked forward
to this time with joy and pleasure.
On Friday, November 1, the natives and
workers commenced to gather. The children from the Matopoes to the number of
twenty-two arrived in the afternoon and
the workers after dark.
Saturday morning at 10.30 we opened
our services. First was the dedication of
the new house to the Lord. Bro. Steigerwald officiated in this service. After this
followed the examination meeting.
We
then had a short recess. During this time
Bro. Frey with twenty-one of their children arrived. H e was delayed on account
of a sick boy. W e met again; a short address was given, then opened the testimony meeting. This meeting was very
inspiring because of the interest that was
taken. There was no time lost by waiting
on each other. Sometimes three were on
their feet at once. Some eighty-five testified. T h e evening was occupied by an address given on Christian duties.
Sunday morning we again met at 10.30
for baptismal services.. Six were received
into church fellowship and baptized. After
this we again met and commemorated the
suffering and death of our dear
Savior.
Thirty-seven partook of the Lord's Supper. Sunday evening Sister Frey gave a
talk on etiquette.
Thus another love feast is in the past.
W e do thank God for his presence with
us. H e blessed us in so many ways, gave
us such pleasant weather and all we needed. The attendance was good. T h e new
house was too small to accommodate all.
Truly we can not find words sufficient to
express our gratitude to God for his goodness toward us.
Monday morning the workers met in a
council meeting. These meetings are necessary because of the difficulties we meet
with, whilst working amongst these people. I t is proper that we teach the same
to avoid confusion.
Glad to report that
peace and unity reigned among us.
Bro. Steigerwald left us Monday evening. Bro. Frey and sisters on Tuesday
afternoon.
I am sorry to say that Sr. Steigerwald
and Sr. Bert were unable to meet with us,
because of the weakness of their bodies.
Our sympathies often go out for our
dear sisters up north, who do not have
the privilege to meet with us on such occasions. May the dear Lord continue to
bless them and keep their hearts encouraged.
Time and circumstances did not permit
Bro. Taylor to remain with us over the
feast. W e trust by this time he has reached his field of labor.
W e wish to extend our sincere thanks
to all who so kindly helped us to a comfortable house of worship and
dwelling
house. W e certainly do appreciate them.
T h e rains are o n ; Spring is at hand.
T h e natives are busy digging and sowing.
At these times they are having plenty of
beer; they can hardly dig without it.'
W e are encouraged in the work and desire to be made a blessing to these people
by whom we are surrounded.
Continue to pray for us and our native
brethren and sisters; also for the
ungathered sheaves. Many are going to
waste.

S A U J E K.

DONER.

Ordination Services, K a n s a s .

A D a y of B e g i n n i n g s .

A pleasant and profitable service to all
present was held at the Rosebank church
on Sunday, December 15, when Bro. Adam
Book was ordained to the ministry.
Elder J. N. Engle was present and gave
scriptural references, and comments, as to
the duties and responsibilities of the minister. The laity were also reminded of
their duty to encourage "those who are
standing on the walls of Zion," in every
possible way, and not to discourage them,
after which our brother was ordained by
the laying on of hands and prayer.
May God bless and use Bro. Book to his
glory is our prayer.

To-day is a beginning day, my father told
me so,
And not like yesterday, for that was the
old year, you k n o w ;
But New Year's Day is different and nicer,
seems to me,
So I'm beginning everything as new as
new can be.

J. E. BOWERS.

Be not disheartened because the eye of
the world is constantly and earnestly fixed
upon you, to detect your errors and to rejoice in your halting. But rather regard
this state of things, trying as it may be,
as one of the safeguards which a kind
Father has
placed around y o u . to keep
alive in your own bosom an antagonist
spirit of watchfulness, and to prevent
those very mistakes and
transgressions
which your enemies eagerly anticipate.
Self-forgetfulness in love for others has
a foremost place in our ideal of character
and our deep homage as representing the
true end of our humanity.—Andrew P.
Peabody.
December Credits.
J. L. Kreider, J. M. Kreider, J. H.
Smith, H. Doutrich, D. B. Brubaker, Mrs.
V. J. Brumbaugh, Wm. Driver, Daniel
Johnston, J. H . George, E. R. Bosler, M. L.
Brandt, Anna R. Smith, Aaron Booser,
Mrs. B. F. Greenewalt, Leah
Hoover,
Cath. Kohl, J. L. Gish, J o h n Charleston,
Mary Koppenhafer, Philena Dambaugh,
Anna H . Nissley, Eld. S. Good, Andrew
Gnagy. A. S. Gnagy, J. B. Knupp, Maggie
Knupp, E. J. Gnagy, C. D. Lutz, Harriet
Davis, J. W . Myers. B. L. Thuma, S.
Lindenmuth, Paris Hershey, Eliza Hess,
Harvey Wrastler, D. H . Rohrer, G. D.
Tyson, Mrs. O. L. Olthouse, Mrs. M. D.
Zendt, Mrs. Lizzie K. Moyer, Mrs. A. H .
Landis, I. S. Detwiler, J. D. Garis, S.
Wismer, Matilda
Shelly, Mrs. Martha
Anglemoyer, Amanda Snyder, Dr. P . L.
Kreis, Mrs. Lydia Witmer, Wendell Hallman, Jos. G. Baker, David Currie, J. F.
Plumb, J. S. Engle, O. M. Foote, H. N.
Engle, D. Bachman, Mrs. D. Grove, H. O.
Wenger, S. L. Graff, Anna Zimmerman,
Lizzie Good, C. S. Wingert, S. J. Winger,
A. J. Miller, Ida Caufman, J. W. Ellabarger, E. Dipple, I. Shockey, Mrs. S.
Smith, Annie E. Sollenberger,
Fannie
Brechbill, Eld. J. D. Wingert, George W .
Wingert, Willis Burkholder, Nannie Fix,
Abner Martin, Edna
Bennett,
Jennie
Stewart, George Witmer, Mrs. Hattie Balsbaugh, Milton Benner, S. H. Rosenberger,
Milton W. Brey, Rev. Jos. Byers, E m m a
Byers, Isaac Witmer, Rachel Warner, E.
H . Hess, J. L. Heisey, C. N. Hostetter, J.
G. Mann, Geo. Frey, Noah Heisey, Landis
Miller, N. Z. Hess, Mary Good, B. Z. Hess,
Amos Hess, Elmer Hess, Jacob Harnish,
Mary Peifer, Barbara Meckley, Ann Eliza
Haldeman, Jno. A. Garwick, Jerry Engle,
Isaac Trump, J. Lautenslayer, G. C. Cress,
Lizzie Dartnell, Benj. Wenger, Mrs. J.
Longanecker, A,. R. Good, Lizzie Heisey,
Jno. M. Landis, Abm. Bechtel, Albert Eshelman, M. Brubaker, J. M. Engle, D. S.
Engle, Ed. Custer, Z. Troyer, J. G. Engle,
Mrs. Jno. Geedy, Fannie E. Gish, H . B.
Brubaker, J. S. Witmer, Geo. Lints, Chas.
Stinson, Lizzie Clark, H . S. Guyer, Jno.
M. Welty, W m . Wagner, Anna Haldeman,
Hetty Kready, Frances Heisey, D. L. Gish,
Mary Reinhart, Mrs. Mary Woodard,
Albert Baker.

When mother combed my hair to-day, I
didn't cry one tear,
I've always, always, cried before, but then
that was last y e a r ;
I didn't stamp my fe.et at Tom—he took
my orange, too—
I would have quarreled yesterday, but now
the year is new.
I went to church in grandma's pew, and
heard the preacher say
That everybody should begin a good, glad
year to-day,
Especially the children, because they're
going to grow,
And should make the world all over, and
better, as they go.
Then every one stood up and sang, and I
sang right out too,
Because I think beginning days are splendid
days, don't you?
And if I am as good this year as ever good
can be,
Why then, the next beginning will be happier yet, you see.
—Priscilla Leonard.

• m > —-—

The B r i g h t Face.
There is nothing that conduces more to
the happiness of the home than to find a
bright, sunny face looking into ours as we
enter the door. If the light of love shines,
it lightens the load and brightens up the
outlook. T h e bright, sunny face in the
home is a power for good that cannot be
estimated. There is nothing like the cheerful, happy frame of mind which it helps
to bring about.
So, dear ones of the household, wear
happy, sunny faces, and see what wonders
they will work when there are fretting,
anxious cares and uncomfortable people
about to deal with. Many annoyances
come every day; none of us are exempt
from them.
The vexations of life are
necessary to discipline us. Let us be sure
that, in the end, they make our faces
shine.
Nazareth.
Nazareth is beautiful in April. T h e botanist is delighted with its profusion of
flowers.
F r o m the hill above Nazareth,
where no doubt Jesus often went to pray,
is a fine view that-takes in,its sweep Mount
Tabor, Endor, Nain, the Esdraelon valley,
Haifa and the Mediterranean Sea. At the
north towers Mount Hermon. Amid such ,
grand natural scenery Christ spent his preparatory life. Here he saw the illustrations
he wove into his talks. . The shepherd is
still on the hillside with exactly one hundred sheep, by actual count; the lily
blooms in the valley; the old wine-skin
leaks; the unjust judge still sits in the g a t e ;
the sandals are worn on the rocky r o a d ;
the sower goes forth to sow his seed. H e r e
is a man who has built his house on a
rock, and there is one who put his on the
sand. The-same oriental sky came arching
down over Nazareth that the Savior gazed
into. Under it here in this valley was developed the Christ-life that was so natural
and so divine. Again he walks these valleys. Again he climbs these Galilean mountains, but in other lives of which his life
has become a part.—W. Jay Peck, in New
York Observer.
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The "Way of E i g h t .

• Sowing the seeds
Of tares and weeds;
T h e thought of that harvest is plenty for
me,
When naught but great bundles of tares
we shall see.
Good sheaves, ungathered lay • rotting and
dead,
While -we bring, by^ the arm-full, sharp
thistles instead.
Thresh, Thresh,
Clean out all the trash,
Lay hold of the flail, bring it down with
some force;
And Jesus will pardon my sins all, of
course.
Get right with our neigbors, pay back
what we stole,
Believe on the Savior and we shall be
whole.
Down on the rock,
To stand every shock,
There may my spiritual feet ever stand.
Oh, see the gloom of the soft sinking
sand!
W h e n Satan's temptations come hurrying
near.
There may I stand in the gale without
fear.
Sing, sing.
Like a bird on the wing.
P u t away the time-beating, the flats
the sharps.
Burn up the old fiddle, the flutes and
harps.
And sing with the spirit that David
when,
''The Lord is my Shepherd" in truth
could sing.
Mulgrave, Out.
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The Great L o v e of God.
LEVI F. SHEETZ.

"For God so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him • should
not perish but have everlasting life."
(Jno. 3:16.)
The great love which God has for
the human family had its beginning
as soon as man was created. God
placed him in the Garden of Eden,
the most beautiful spot on the earth.
It is almost impossible for human
minds to comprehend the beauty and
grandeur of that place in which God
placed man. It is safe to say that it
surpassed any and all of the beautiful
parks of to-day. Besides putting man
into the garden he gave him permission to eat the fruit of every tree
that grew there, with the exception
of the Tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil; and created for him a helpmeet; thus showing the great love he
had for him.
After enjoying the beautiful garden
for some time, we find that the man
and his wife transgressed the command of God and took of the forbidden fruit of which God said that if
they would eat thereof they would
surely die. God was greatly grieved
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that they thus disobeyed his voice and
fell under sin; but he did not utterly
destroy them nor forsake them,
though he drove them out of the
garden with a flaming sword. He
provided a remedy, that whosoever
would apply it to themselves would
be cleansed from their sins, and
would again have sweet communion
with God. We cannot fully realize
what it cost God to provide a remedy
for sin, and none but a loving God
would have done it.
God could not have given anything
that cost him more than his only begotten Son. He could have created a
thousand worlds, or could have destroyed Adam and his wife, and instead create a million obedient people, but to give his only Son, which
was part of himself; was much more
difficult than all the rest would have
been, but it plainly shows how much
he loved the human family. In the
course of time this beloved Son came
into the world to do the will of his
heavenly Father, which was to bring
salvation unto the people "that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life."
It is however strange that God should
bestow such great love to the world
and the people not apreciate it. Instead of honoring and respecting
God's beloved Son, they mistreated
him, despised and rejected him and
finally had him nailed to the cross,
where he gave his life for the sins of
the whole world.
God's great love is seen all
through the ages; even when wickedness increased on the earth, he still
looked upon it and sought out some
one through whom he could show his
love to the people. We find that as
the people increased on the earth,
wickedness also increased, and it repented the Lord that he had made
man on the earth, and he decided to
destroy both man and beast; but yet
his love was not altogether gone, for
Noah, who was righteous and who
walked with God, found grace in the
eyes of the Lord. He commanded
him to build an ark, in which he
saved him and his family, together
with the animal creation. All through
the flood he kept his eye over Noah
and his family and brought them
safely through; thus showing the
great love he had for them.
Abraham also found grace in the
eyes of the Lord, and the Lord established a covenant with him and his
seed forever and said to him, "And in
thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed." (Gen. 22:18.)
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He greatly loved Abraham and he
became the Father of the Faithful
and finally Jesus was born of his
seed.
God also showed his love to
David and greatly blessed him.
From a poor despised shepherd boy
he exalted him and made him king
over Israel. The Lord promised
David that he would establish his
kingdom forever, and the promise
was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, as Jesus
himself testified that he is the root
and offspring of David. (Rev. 22:16.)
All through the Bible we see the
great love that God had for the human family, and he could not have
showed it to a greater extent than
when he sent his only begotten Son
into the world to save it from sin.
How will we then show our appreciation of this great love? Will we
follow the example of the scribes and
Pharisees, who would not accept
Jesus as their Savior but even crucified him and did all the evil against
him possible, or will we with the
apostles, forsake all for Jesus' sake,
loving and serving him 'all the days
of our life? Let us all choose the
latter and believe on him so that we
might not perish but have everlasting
life.
Florin, Pa.
For

the
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" The L a w of S i n " (Rom. 7:23).
E. H. COOK.

The word law in this particular text
does not have reference to any written
law. We speak of the law of gravitation, of nature, etc. We instinctively
preserve life, love and care for the
body because of the law of nature.
Just as there is a law governing nature, so Paul speaks of "the law of
sin." The law of nature causes us to
hate anything that is truly shameful
and we unconsciously obey it, and in
like manner, Paul wishes to show us,
the sins that are committed are the result of a law, an inherited principle of
our nature, "the law of "sin and death."
Jesus also refers to this same law.
He says: "Whosoever committeth
sin is the servant of sin." (Jno. 8:34.)
That is, the one who has to sin in
"word, thought and deed" is the servant of sin, a law of his nature, that
"old man," "the law of sin." H e is not
free. "If the Son therefore shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed."
(Jno. 8:36.)
The unawakened sinner obeys this
law of sin without any compunction of
conscience. He covets and lives in
lust and violates God's holy command-
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ments without any remorse of conscience. In the seventh chapter of
R o m a n s P a u l has dwelt at length on
this "law of sin" that controls those
who are "in the flesh." ( R o m . 7:5.)
H e shows the object of the law of God
was to awaken man to a consciousness
of his condition as under the dominion
of sin, or carnality; that "the law was
o u r schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ," that we might be humbled
a n d so be prepared to accept of* God's
remedy. T h e commandment of God
was, "Thou shalt not covet," and since
awakened he desired to live after this
law which was ordained to life (salvation), but he found another law or
condition in his members, "the law of
sin," the corrupt nature inherited from
the fall, so controlling him that although he desired not to covet, yet
"sin wrought in me all manner of
•coveting." R. V. And there is no
a m o u n t of praying or struggling or
self-effort that can free man from this
power. Paul states how he was made
free." " F o r the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death."
( R o m . 8:2.) T h e law could not touch
this condition of sin. " I t is not possible that the blood of bulls and of
goats should take away sin" ( H e b .
10:4), but "he (Christ) was manifested to take away our sin." ( I . Jno.
3:5.)
" F o r what the law could not
do, God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh: that the
righteousness of the law. might be
fulfilled in us." ( R o m . 8:3-4.)
Previously we minded the "things
of the flesh"—"the law of sin," but
'now being made free from sin" we
" m i n d the things of the Spirit." H e r e
now is a law written in our members
that we obey instead of "the law of
sin," it is "the law of the Spirit of
Life in Christ Jesus." " I will put my
laws in their minds and write them in
their hearts." ( H e b . 10:16.) In view
of these truths how significant is that
scripture—"Hereby we do know that
we know him, if we keep his commandments." ( I . Jno. 2:3.)
"Yield yourselves unto God, as
those that are alive from the dead, for
sin shall not have dominion over y o u :
for ye are not under the law, but under
g r a c e . " (Rom. 6:13-14.)
Orleans, Neb.
More responsibility is t h r o w n on
t h e teacher as the home tends to become less of a sanctuary.
T h e world always listens t o the man
w i t h a will in him.

For
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A Better Way.
J O H N A.

STUMP.

After reading the different articles
in the VISITOR in reference to the Bible
School, and not seeing the one mind
that the apostle admonishes the church
of Corinth to have, I felt to say,
brethren, there is a better way.
First of all it is necessary for us to
be fully persuaded that the Bible
School is what we really need to prepare our workers for the work our
Father has assigned them to do.
Next, that it is in harmony with the
word of God. If we, as- a church, are
thus minded, then we can become
united in our prayers, which, I think,
is a better way than for us to discuss
the Bible School question pro and con.
Now, I would say, I do not think
the location is the most important
feature connected with the establishment of a Bible School. I am impressed that the most important feature is .the teachers. W h a t does location avail unless we have teachers on
whose hearts the F a t h e r has laid the
work, and who can trust him for their
support ?
Others put us to shame who we
think are not so Spirit-filled as our
people. They have men who have
given their all to the work and trust
God for their support. W h o will join
with us in prayer that God will give us
men who are wholly consecrated and
have accepted the gospel as it is believed and taught by our fathers, and
are living what they teach. T h e great
problem, with me is the teachers, while
with others it is location.
May I mention just a few things
that come to my notice. O u r Mennonite brethren, some years past started a.school in Elkhart, Ind. They
rented a building first, and afterward
built a house, and with a mighty
struggle, and earnest workers, have
now the satisfaction of their people acknowledging the benefit of their
school, and in consequence of that they
expect to establish a second school in
the West, and some of those who were
opposed to the work are now in favor
of it.
I might write of others who are not
as great in number, but because of
their faith, rather than have their
children g o to our day schools, they
have built their own school-houses
and pay their own teachers, and still
must pay their taxes with us.
Such zeal puts me to shame, with
some of the excuses offered by our
people. T h e y do this to keep their
people from drifting into worldliness

and thereby becoming conformed to
the world.
H e r e is another thing that grieves
my heart—the dissatisfaction of the
•work done by our home missions, and
why we as a church are spending
money, time and labor, and what is
being done in some of our city Missions. Not so much, hardly, as the
faith established. Some might have
been useful had they the privilege to
go to school and might have been
saved from being side-tracked.
The adage is t h i s : "Contact forms
character," and it is true that you can
find such who can meet most anything and are not moved. I wish that
all were there.
As I have referred to our H o m e
Missions,I will cite our Mission at Chicago. I do pity our workers there, as
without a minister they can only look
to t h e Lord to send them someone to
preach for them, but if we would have
a Bible School where we as parents
could send our noble sons and daughters, and encourage them to go, and
we as parents would not feel to tremble
when they leave the parental roof, as
our own sad experience has been.
But here we are handicapped. . W e
have our H o m e Mission Board, but
what can they do ? W h e r e can they
draw from to supply the present need
of the Chicago Mission, that is without a settled minister ?
As a church we feel to obey our
Lord's command as do other churches
and we don't want to neglect this
most important charge, but because of
our way of going to work we have suffered failure - after failure till some
have become discouraged to even help
support the Missions. W h a t will we
do? Will we take the prophet's advice when he said. "Come let us reason together," which I think would
be a much better way.
W i t h these few facts which I have
written, will those who have the work
at heart join with us in earnest prayer,
and I feel sure that our Father cannot
only prepare the teachers, but bring
such an Amen in the heart of the
church that the location may be made
satisfactorily and those w h o were discouraged will take their place with
the wishes of Conference. There is
no doubt in my mind but that our
F a t h e r can have the work so completed by the time of our next Conference, that there will be a united Amen.
W h o will hold on to God until the
work is accomplished?
Nappanee,
Ind.
The man with an idea has
changed the face of the world.

ever
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The M i s s i o n s are a Great B l e s s i n g .
CATY A.

MYERS.

Some people say, they (the city
Missions) are no good, but we have
visited so many in different cities,
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and
we believe much good has been done
by consecrated workers who are willing to go after souls; who have a
smile for the poor and needy and the
children. How can it be otherwise
when Jesus' last commission was,
"Go into all the world and preach the
gospel." Go, "'and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the world."
It means a life of self-denial, and that
is good for us. Our Savior did not
come into this world to live a selfish
life but to do us good, and that is
what we are here for, to live for
others. Let us follow his example.
He said, "Look unto me, all ye ends
of the earth and be ye saved." O
what compassion, what love he had to
fallen humanity!
"Do you know the world is dying
For a little bit of love?
Everywhere we hear the sighing,
For a little bit of love.
For the love that rights a wrong,
Fills.the heart with hope and song;
They have waited oh, so long,
For a little bit of love!
|| For a little bit of love || :
They have waited, oh so long,
For a little bit of love."

Let us see what the city Missions
are doing. Visit them when you can;
don't go empty-handed; if God has
blessed you with anything share out
with those who are laboring night
and day to win souls to God. They
need our prayers, and our sympathies; they can perhaps use some of
your blessings that God has blessed
you with so abundantly, that you
hardly know what to do with them.
I believe God wants us to be helpers
together, and, I believe, if we are filled with pure love from above, we will
do what we can at any cost.
The city missionaries have been
very helpful in raising many drunkards, even out of the gutter, to a high
and a holy life. Not long ago we
were in a home where we could see
what the blood of Christ can do for
a man that was won to Christ by a
street meeting. He was a drunkard
and lived in shame and disgrace: but
he heard the gospel, and he accepted
it and was saved and in his right
mind. He has a nice home and a
happy family to live with, praising
God for his wonderful love to him.
Those people who are so wicked and
vile are sometimes sooner reached
than some that are moral, who think
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they are as good as the majority of
professors. O what a deception!
How the devil deceives the people in
so many ways .with his craftiness.
Well may we say,
"My soul be on thy guard,
Ten thousand fo«s arise,
And hosts of sin are presisng hard,
T o draw Jhee from the skies."

And we are here in this world for
the purpose of helping souls into the
kingdom of God.
Many sinners have stood by the
windows, or at street corners, and
heard some beautiful songs of Zion,
and were convicted and yielded their
lives to God and became useful men
and women. Some will come into a
Mission out of curiosity and when
they hear the testimonies of those
who have been saved they are not
only "almost persuaded," but altogether, and they take the way, accept Christ as their Savior, and become new creatures in Christ Jesus.

[January I, 1908.

We also attended other Missions.
Our Mennonite brethren and sisters
established their first Mission station
twelve years or more ago. They are
very happy in their work, though not
without some persecutions. They
also have two new Mission stations.
We visited all of them and we were
asked to tell them of the needs of the
gospel in South Africa which we did
with the greatest of pleasure to very
interesting congregations. They are
doing a good work. They have such
lovely classes of girls, learning them
to sew, and teaching them to love
Jesus and to work for him, praise
God. Some of these want to be missionaries.

We also visited the Mission of the
German Baptists, which has grown
into a Bible School, with over one
hundred young students, brethren
and sisters in their church and others.
The Bible School is continued in
Bro. Hoff's own dwelling house in
We have been blessed in meeting which he had lived. For the health
with our dear missionaries at the of his children he bought some land
Chicago Mission where we had bless-* ten miles out in the country and built
ed fellowship, where we had the a house where he lives, and now he
pleasure of being with them in goes to the city five days out of the
prayer-meetings, Sabbath-school and week to teach those different classes
preaching service, and we are glad free, for the Lord's work. Bro.
we could see the deep interest some Weand also gives his time free,,
take in the little Mission. We visited teaching the Bible students. It is a
one dear mother, a Christian lady: blessed place to visit, as we found
she has a husband and ten children. them quite spiritual. Here we also
Five of them profess Christ, and she had the privilege to give them a mishas consecrated them all to God for sion talk, telling them of the great
his service and his glory. She wants need of giving the gospel to the nato live so near the Mission that they tives of South Africa. I want to say
can always attend the services at the right here, we find it a great pleasure
Mission. She says the food they get to talk to a company of people who
-there is worth everything, and is have been stirred and are getting
safe to digest. We also met others ready to go wherever the Lord wants
who spoke very highly of the little them to go. They also had a meeting
Mission. But we also learn they to give instructions to do home mishave their many discouragements. sion work; this also was very inThey take courage and look forward structive for all present. God bless
for brighter days.
these people and make them a blessWe also are made to rejoice when ing.
we see that some of the dear country
We were at a number of other Mispeople remembered them with some sions-and accompanied a Christian
of their blessings, such as butter and lady in visiting the prison, arid findeggs, chickens and canned fruit, po- ing the prisoners convicted of their
tatoes, onions,
beets,
pumpkins, sin. One woman said, "I am a Cathsquashes, cabbage, celery, endive; olic, and my man made me steal, and
also some money, quilts and com- that is why I am here." O, how she
forters, for all of which they felt did sob and weep. She said, "O pray
very thankful.
for me that God may help me, for I
Dear readers, how glad I am to be- don't want to live this way." Yes, I
lieve that you all can be sharers to- say too, let us pray for such. Our
gether in the great harvest of souls. visit was so interesting to me I alI am sure if those dear ones, who live most wished I was young so that I
in the country knew how they can might spend more of my days in
cheer the hearts of those who are visiting the prisons and take hold of
consecrating their lives to God in the hands of the fallen. God helping
winning souls to God, they would be me, I shall redouble my diligence.
glad to do their duty every day.
Dear readers, can we say we are
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doing our duty? If so, let us be up
and about our Master's business. I
believe the city Missions have brought
many blessings to many homes. Last
night I dreamed that we were engaged in mission work in a city and
the Lord blessed us in our labors, so
that I felt very thankful. The dream
was repeated three times, which made
me very happy and I said, "dear
Lord, what are you going to do for
me yet?" I praise God for encouraging dreams, but dreams only will
not answer, we want to be workers
till Jesus conies. Jesus, my Jesus is
coming!
"From the poor of every city,
For a little bit of love,
Hands are reaching out in pity
For a little bit of love.
Some have burdens hard to bear,
Some have sorrows we should share,
Shall they falter and despair
For a little bit of love?

I
I

|| For a little bit of love || :
Shall they falter and despair
For a little bit of love?
Down before their idols falling,
F o r a little bit of love;
Many souls in vain are calling,
For a little bit of love.
If they die in sin and shame,
Some one surely is to blame,
For not going in his name,
With a little bit of love.
M With a little bit of love 11 :
F o r not going in his name
With a little bit of love.

1

While the souls of men are dying,
For a little bit of love,
While the children too are crying,
For a little bit of love.
Stand no longer idly by,
You can help' them if you try,
Go then saying, 'Here am I,'
With a little bit of love.
|| With a little bit of l o v e | | :
Go then saying, 'Here am I,'
With a little bit of love."
For

the
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More About H y m n a l s .
J. G. LESHER.

Dear Brother, Greeting: The article in December 16 issue of the
VISITOR, the title of which is, The
Hymnal Fund, impressed me to write
for publication in the VISITOR my
view of the situation, both spiritually
and financially.
It is evident that to make both a
spiritual and financial success with
the Hymnal the publishing committee
will be obliged to publish both round
and shaped note editions, in order to
supply the needs and requirements of
all concerned. True, the cost would
be greater, but the sales would be
larger.
The Hymnal should supply the
needs of the present, as well as the
future, and it is the hope of the writer
that he may never feel the pang of
pain produced by seeing them, proportionately few, older brethren silent

VISITOR.

and not being blest by mingling their
voices in the divine inspiration of singing.
The writer has personal knowledge
of funds that would have been subscribed but for the uncertainty of
what system of notes would be used.
It is the belief of the writer that if the
publishing committee would announcethrough the VISITOR that they would
supply both system of notes, the needed funds would be forthcoming, and
the church would be more of a unit.
Yours for the Master and the good
of the church,
Greencastle, Pa., R. F. D. 4.
For

the
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H o w t h e L o r d D e a l t W i t h Me.
EMMA DOHNER.

I have been impressed for some time
to tell through the columns of the
VISITOR of the wonderful dealings of
God with my soul and how he led me
out of darkness into his marvelous
light, yet hesitated, desiring first to
know if it was really of the Lord,
realizing that unless our feeble efforts
are backed by the power of his Spirit
they will accomplish no good. But
this morning I will make the attempt,
trust to God to direct my pen, willing
to tell even that which is not exalting
to self, if in some way, his name may
be honored, and some soul be benefited by my past experience.
I was but a child when God's Spirit
brought conviction to my heart, and
when about twelve years old, at a revival meeting held near our home, I
yielded and publicly professed my determination to be a Christian. As
soon as I had opportunity I went to
mother and asked forgiveness for anything that I had done that was wrong,
feeling that the greatest sins that I
had committed were "in disobeying her,
which she freely gave. Soon after
this I became willing to put on the
plain garb, wearing the full uniform
as the brethren believe, to school and
wherever I went (which now we see
so few are willing to do) and I was
not ashamed of them either, and I
know that while at school my appearance often kept me from engaging in
things which would not have been
consistent.
~~ But with all this I can't say that I
felt any particular change, more than
a willingness to do all that I knew, and
I wondered sometimes why I did not
have this joy that I heard others speak
about. Some time after, knowing
that some others were to be baptized,
I asked to be one of them, hoping in
my childish ignorance that that would

satisfy my longing. The morning before I was baptized I felt that I should
go to my sisters, who were older, and
ask their forgiveness, for I felt that I
had often disobeyed them.
The
enemy tried to make me ashamed and
afraid, but I obeyed, believing according to I. Peter 3 :2i, "that baptism was
not the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, hv.t the answer of a good conscience toward God," and I knew unless I obeyed my convictions my conscience would not be clear. I obeyed
and was baptized, but still there was
such a lack in my soul, and I was
always afraid to say that I knew that
I was a child of God. Some took me
by the hand, and with other encouraging words, said, I should go on, but
I felt I had nothing to go on with.
While 1 did not know then what
was the matter, for I was willing and
obedient as far as I knew, no doubt
the reader has discovered ere this
what I lacked; it was faith—faith in
the precious blood of Jesus. If we
could be saved by works Christ would
never have needed to have suffered
and died, but we read in Rom. 5:1,
"Therefore being justified by faith we
have peace with God" through our
Lord Jesus Christ. And again in
Eph. 2:8, "By grace are ye saved,
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God." There
are conditions to be met on our part
before God will impart to us this saving faith. We must repent and confess our sins, then he is "faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
(I. John 1 :<p.) Then we must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him.
(Heb. 11:6.) When we come thus
God will give us this faith, without
which it is impossible to please him,
which will be to us "the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen," namely, that our sins
are blotted out, and that now we are
God's children. We know it is so, because his Spirit will bear witness with
our spirit that it is so. (Rom. 8:16.)
Then will come that, "peace which
passeth all understanding" and the
"love of God" will be "shed abroad
in our hearts."
But alas ! how many are building on
a sandy foundation, who simply believe because they have obeyed in
keeping the ordinances that they will
be saved, and have never got in earnest about the matter, have never really
sought God. We read in Matt. 7 7 ,
"Seek and ye shall find," and we are
to "strive to enter in at the strait gate."
(Luke 13:24.) I am so glad that God
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did not leave me settle down and become satisfied with my condition.
While sometimes I would get careless
and unconcerned; yet again, I would
get such a longing to know if I had
ever been accepted as his child, that
I would weep and pray, but could not
get hold of God. I would hear others
tell how they had started out when
young and that they never had so
much of an evidence of their acceptance as they, desired, but' that they
thought it was because they had not
gone so far out in sin.
P remember praying once in my
desperation, "Lord, if there is no more
evidence for one who has started so
young, let me get entirely lost so that
I may know that I am found." This
no doubt was a suggestion of Satan,
but God permitted it to be answered.
By neglecting to watch and pray I
grew careless and thoughtless, and by
the wiles of Satan was so entrapped
in sin,, that it was only by the mercy
of God that I ever was rescued. O
how treacherous the enemy is? Now
that he had got me into sin, he made
me believe that my life was worth
nothing unless I kept it concealed,
which, by resorting to falsehood and
deceit, I partially succeeded in doing
for a time, and this without any particular remorse of conscience. But
O,. dear reader, if there is anything
in your life that "is imconfessed,
though it may be covered and almost
forgotten by yourself, "Be sure your
sin will find you out."' (Num. 32:23.)
"For there is nothing covered, that
shall not be revealed; and hid, that
shall not be known." But I bless God
that mine was uncovered' in this
world, though I had to drink the cup
of repentance to its bitter dregs.
While listening to a heart-searching
talk by Bro. J. R. Zook, I was so convicted of my sin that I trembled like a
leaf and those about me could not help
but see that there was something
wrong. I would scarcely have known
then what to do had not a dear sister,
who had a partial knowledge, urged
me to go home and confess my sin
and hypocrisy.
God had given me a glimpse of his
holiness and purity, and of his indignation at the least sin, and also of my
own vileness, that I just felt willing
to humble myself in sackcloth and
ashes, and to allow the brethren and
sisters to walk over my prostrate body
if that could in any way make atonement for the past.
God gave me grace, and I obeyed.
And now that this sin was confessed,
God. commenced to speak to me about
some little things that I should con-
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fess to my parents. So I made another trip home and as I confessed,
one thing after another came up that
had been forgotten, and, I tell you,
till I was through there was very little left of self. I could say with the
woman at the well, "He told me all
that ever I did;" and where he tells
us in I. John 1 :o. that we are to confess our sins, it means all, and not a
part.
And now that I had confessed all, I
thought I would surely get some evidence of my pardon and acceptance,
and again I was disappointed. While
I had no way set, yet I was looking
for some outward token, a voice or
something that I could see. How
ignorant I was of real faith. And
why was it? I often spoke to others
of my condition, even to ministers, but
for some cause or other I failed to get
help. Sometimes in despair I would
cry out, "Is there no God in heaven,
that my prayers are not heard ?" This
went on for some time, and while I do
not understand all of God's dealings
with me, yet I believe he was teaching
me lessons, which, in. his great wisdom, he saw I needed: and I .just
praise him for everything he allowed
to come into my life, if thereby I may
be able to help someone else.
One evening a dear brother' and
sister who knew my condition, came to
see us with this purpose in view to help
me if they could, and I verily believe
the Lord sent them. I do not remember how the conversation started, but
it was not long before we were on our
knees, pleading God's promises in my
behalf and as such promises were repeated as "Him that cometh to me I
will in no wise cast out" (John 6 137),
or I. John 1 :g, I would almost grasp
them, then would come the thought,
"O, I am too unworthy." This stood
in my way quite a while, but as more
of God's blessed promises were repeated, and I saw that he was no respecter of persons and that he came
to save those who were lost, I just
seemed all at once to be able to grasp
hold of faith, and the evidence came,
not in great demonstrations, but it was
so convincing that I said, "Yes, I
know it is done, and it would have
been done long ago if I had only believed."
I did not have such a wonderful
outpouring of joy, as some others have
said they had, but I knew that the
past was under the blood, that my
transgressions were removed as far
from me as the East is from the West,
and I was satisfied. O, how blessed
it is to know that though our sins
were as scarlet, they have all. been
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blotted out and will be remembered
against us no more for ever! What
a wonderful Savior we have!
But the Lord still had more lessons
for me to learn. I had my besetting
sin, which was impatience, and many
bitter tears I shed on this account.
The next morning as I went about my
work with a light heart, I thought,
now I will have more grace and
power to overcome. I will get a little
better every day, and finally attain to
that perfection which th6 Bible teaches.
But, O behoved, it just seemed the
whole force of hell was arrayed
against me. I thought those about me
did everything to make my way hard.
I would fly to the Lord and weep and
pray over it, and sometimes I was
able to keep it to myself, yet there was
a struggle going on in my heart.
Quite often I would say something
that would grieve some one; then I
would have to confess my wrong and
humble myself before God. While
this brought peace, yet it occurred so
often that I could easily see that I was
gaining no ground. I longed to see
others saved, but what could I do for
others when I was continually having
such struggles myself? I tried to
watch and pray, but the struggle seemed to be getting harder. My heart
was so burdened sometimes, I just felt
that I must have help. I knew the
Lord was able to help me, and his
word was full of promises, but I was
unable to get hold of them. How
good the Lord was that he did not allow me to get entirely discouraged!
But in this life of victory and defeat
he was leading better than I knew.
(Concluded in next issue.)
How Christ Restores Values.

He was lost and is found. One of
the finest jewels that blazes in the
coronet of one of the sovereigns of
Europe lay for a long time on the
shelf of a shop in Rome marked
"Quartz crystal: price, one franc,"
until a man who understood the value
of precious stones discovered it, and
restored it to its rightful place. Before the coming of Christ, the human
soul was lightly regarded. Christ
came to teach that the soul is priceless
in its value, whether in Darkest Africa or Christian America. Many a
man is willing to have his neighbor's
soul marked "Quartz crystal, price,
one franc," until the light of' God's
truth shines in and he realizes its great
worth, and that he may help it to shine
resplendent in the diadem of the Most
High King.—Selected.
Find a way or make one. Everything is either pusher or pushed.

EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

January I, 1908.]

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL.
Wesson 3. January 19.—Jesus and his first disciples.
John 1:35-49. Golden Text: We have
found him of whom Moses in the law, and the
prophets, wrote, Jesus of Nazareth. John 1:4s.
Study John 1:35-51.
35 Again on the morrow John was standing,
and two of his disciples; 36 and he looked upon
Jesus as he walked, and saith, Behold, the I^amb
of God! 37 And the two disciples heard him
speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 And Jesus
turned, and beheld them following, and saith
unto them, What seek ye? And they said unto
him, Rabbi (which is to say, being interpreted,
Teacher), where abidest thou?
39 He saith
unto them, Come, and ye shall see.
They came
therefore and saw where he abode; and they
abode with him that day: it was about the tenth
hour. 40 One of the two that heard John speak,
and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's
brother.
41 He findeth first his own brother
Simon, and saith unto him, W e have found _ the
Messiah (which is, being interpreted, Christ).
42 He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus looked
upon him, and said, Thou art Simon the son
of John: thou shalt be called Cephas (which is
by interpretation, Peter).
43 On the morrow he was minded to go forth
into Galilee, and he findeth Philip: and Jesus
saith unto him, Follow me. 44 Now Philip was
from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and
Peter.
45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith
unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses
in the law, and the prophets, wrote, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 46 And Nathanael
said unto him. Can any good thing come out of
Nazareth?
Philip saith unto him, Come and
see.
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him,
and saith of him, Behold, an Israelite indeed,
in whom is no guile! 48 Nathanael saith unto
him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered
and said unto him, Before Philip called thee, when
thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 49
Nathanael answered him, Rabbi, thou art the
Son of God; thou art King of Israel.
{.Copyright by Thomas

Nelson
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Commit to memory verses 35-37Daily Food: M. John 1:35-5i- T. Matt.
4:12-22/ W. Matt. 9:1-13. Th. Luke 9:1826. F . John 15:1-16. S. John 12:12-26.
S. Matt. 19:23-30.
When?
A. D. 27.
Where?
Bethabara, east of the J o r d a n ;
the Revised Version says Bethany. T h e
names are nearly the same in meaning.
Some writers think that Bethany was
probably the name of the district in which
Bethabara lay.
Who? Jesus, John the Baptist, Andrew,
Peter, Philip, Nathaniel, and probably,

<

John.
Introductory.
T h e events of this lesson
occurred the next day after John had proclaimed Jesus as "the Lamb of God." On
that day Jesus suddenly returned from the
wilderness, where he had been, and John
again, in the presence of two of his disciples, proclaimed him as "the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of the world."
It is worthy of note that in this testimony
of John special emphasis is laid upon the
sacrificial work of Jesus. John was more
anxious to do good than to appear great.
John gave permission to his disciples, if
they so desired, to follow Jesus. They followed Jesus. Our lesson gives an account
of these first disciples of Jesus.
WORD STUDIES.

ing time the day began at midnight, as
with u s ; according to the Jewish method
the day began at sunrise. (V. 41) First
findeth his own brother:
T h e inference
from the language is that each of these two
disciples had gone in search of his brother.
Andrew first finds his. John finds his later.
Found the Messiah:
T h e anointed one,
the Christ. T h e one who was to fulfill the
long cherished hopes of Israel. (V. 42)
Jona: T h e true reading is John.
Cephas:
Meaning a stone. The new name marked
a great crisis in his life, and forecast his
character.
(V. 44) Philip
of Bethsaida: This was Bethsaida of Galilee. All
of the apostles were Galileans, except
Judas, who came from Judea. John gives
such details as only an eye witness would
give. These are strong proofs of the trustworthiness of his narrative. (V. 45)
Nathanael:
A name meaning "Gift of
God." H e was of Cana. H e is also called
Batholomew. (V. 47) No guile:
Not deceitful, nor dishonest. H e is still a sinful
man, but an honest man. H e has not yet
received Jesus as the Christ, but he accepted the invitation to come and see. (V.
48) Before that Philip called thee:
Before
we know anything about Christ he knows
all about us. Under the fig tree: At his
devotions, where he could not be seen.
(V. 49) Thou art the Son of God:
This
knowledge of his was proof to Nathanael that he was the Messiah.
(V. 50)
See greater tilings:
Witness more abundant tokens of his divinity. (V. 51)
Heaven -open:
A
figurative
expression,
meaning, that a clear and abundant revalation of God's will should be now made.
Angels of God ascending, etc.:
Meaning
that a perpetual intercourse
should now
be open between heaven and earth, through
Christ, God manifested in the flesh. Son
of man:
A term by which-he most frequently
speaks • of himself.—Workman
Quarterly.
Wesson 4. January 26.—Jesus cleanses
the
temple.
John 2:13:22. Golden Text: Holiness
becometh thy house, O Jehovah, for evermore.
Psa. 93:5.
13 And the passover of the Jews was at hand,
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14 And he
found in the temple those that sold oxen and
sheep and doves, and the changers of money
sitting: 15 and he made a scourge of cords,
and cast all out of the temple, both the sheep
and the oxen; and he poured out the changers'
money, and overthrew their tables; 16 and to
them that sold the doves he said, Take these
things hence; make not my- Father's house a
house of merchandise. 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, Zeal for thy house
shall eat me up.
18 The Jews therefore answered and said unto him. What sign showest
thou unto us, seeing
that thou doest these
things? 19 Jesus answered and said unto them,
Destroy this temple, and in three days I will
raise it u p / 20 The Jews therefore said, Forty
and six years was this temple in building, and
wilt thou raise it up in three days? 21 But he
spake of the temple of his body.
22 When
therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he spake this; and they
believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus
had said.
[Copyright
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Commit to memory verses 15, 16.
(V. 35) The next day: T h e day followDaily Food: M. John 2:13-22. T . M a r k
ing the public discourse which is briefly
11:11-19. W . I I . Chron. 29:1-11, 15-19.
given in verses 29-34. John stood, and
T. II. Chron. 3 4 : I - I I - P. I I . Chron. 6:12two of his disciples:
One was Andrew
21. S. Psalms 84. S. Rev. 21:22-27.
and the other was likely John himself.
When?
About A. D. 27.
John never mentions himself by name.
Where?
Jerusalem and the temple.
If this had been some other . disciple he
Who?
Jesus, the disciples, merchants,
would most likely have named him. (V.
money changers, Jews.
36) And looking upon Jesus:
T h e word '
Introductory.
In the last lesson Jesus
translated by "looking" describes, one penwas starting for Galilee, his disciples acetrating glance. H e recognized a familiar
companying him. It was a two days'
friend. Behold the Lamb of God:
The
journey from the place where Jesus met the
same testimony he had given publicly the
men who first became his disciples, to
day before. H e was the true sin-bearer,
Nazareth, his home, to which place he
to which all the types pointed.
Where
probably returned after an absence of two
•the word lamb is used in the New Testamonths. Cana was a few miles from Nazament it always refers to Christ. (V. 38)
reth. Thither he came and his disciples reRabbi. .Master:
Rabbi is more a synopaired to be present at the marriage. H e r e
nym for teacher than master. They were
he performed his first recorded miracle.
•being transferred from one teacher to anAfter this, our Lord, with his mother, and
other, the great Teacher. W e should sit
brethren, and disciples went to Capernaum.
a t his feet as apt pupils. (V. 39) Abode
Later, Jesus and his disciples went to Jeruwith him that day:
Andrew and John
salem to attend the passover. H e r e he
spent the remainder of the day in convercleansed the temple. At this point our pressation with Jesus, and from this memorent lesson begins.
able conference they go forth convinced
WORD STUDIES.
•of the Messiahship of Jesus. The tenth
(V. 13) The Passover:
This annual
hour:
Either 10 a. m. or 4 p. m.
Kccording to the Roman method of reckonfeast was in memory of the deliverance of
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the first-born of the Israelitish families in
Egypt. It was ordered for all time in
Ex. 12:14. Jesus went up to Jerusalem:
H e was sent to keep and fulfill the law.
(V. 14) Found in the temple:
This was
in the large, outer court of the Gentiles.
This had become quite a. marketplace.
Sold oxen, etc.: T h e cattle were kept for
sacrifices under the Levitical law; sheep,
lambs, goats, kids, bulls, cows, calves,
doves and sparrows were offered for this
purpose. All sacrifices were required to
be offered by the priesthood, and in the
temple. On the great feast days, when the
population of Jerusalem was increased to
a million or more, the traffic must have
been large and profitable. —
Abbott.
Changers of money:
T h e offerings at the
temple were only received in Jewish coin.
T h e Gentile Jews who were likely t o carry
Roman coin would find such changers very
convenient when they came up to Jerusalem to stay during the feast. (V. 15) A
scourge of small cords:
Supposed to have
been composed of the rushes used for bedding the cattle in the outer court. It was
not this weapon in the hand of one man
that caused the stampede, but the awful
dignity and authority evinced by him. I t
was a miracle. The sheep and the oxen:
H e would naturally use this fragile whip
in driving the, animals into the streets. (V.
16) Father's house a house of merchandise: This was literally true. They had
converted the court of the temple into a
large market and exchange. (V. 17) His
disciples:
At this time only five in
number. Written:
In Psalm 69 :g. This
Psalm, though written in the person
of David, was applied by the ancient Jews
to the Messiah.—Whedon. (V. 18) What
sign showest thou?
They failed to realize that a miracle had been performed
right there. Jesus never works a miracle
to order.' (V. 19)' Destroy this
temple:
Referring to his body and his resurrection.
(V. 20) Forty and six years was
this
temple in building:
It was begun by
Herod twenty years before the birth of
Christ. T h e work of building was still
going on when these words were uttered,
and was not completed until A. D. 64, under Agrippa. It was really over 80 years
in building. Wilt thou rear it up in three
days? This question implies three things,
—a sneer, astonishment, incredulity. There
is probably an emphasis meant to be laid
on the word "thou." Such an one as
thou! Wilt thou do it?—Ryle. (V. 21)
The temple of his body: H e calls his own
body a "temple." So our bodies are called
"the temple of the Holy Ghost." (V. 22)
Believed the Scripture:
T h e whole testimony of Scripture to our Lord's claim t o '
be received as the Messiah. W h e n Jesus
rose from the dead, the disciples were
fully convinced that the Scripture about the
Messiah was fulfilled in their Master. T h e
expression "believed" cannot mean that the
disciples then believed for the first time.
As in other places, it signifies that they
believed fully, and without any more doubt
and hesitation.—Workman Quarterly.
It Pays.
It pays to wear a smiling face
And laugh our troubles down,
For all our little trials wait
Our laughter or our frown.
Beneath the magic of a smile
Our doubts will fade away,
As melts the frost in early Spring
Beneath the sunny ray.
It pays to make a worthy cause,
By helping it, our o w n ;
To give the current of our lives
A true and noble tone.
It pays fo comfort heavy hearts,
Oppressed with dull despair,
And leave in sorrow-darkened lives
A gleam of brightness there.
It pays to give a helping hand
T o eager, earnest youth.
T o note, with all their waywardness,
Their courage and their t r u t h ;
T o strive with sympathy and love
Their confidence to w i n ;
I t pays to open wide the heart
And "let the sunshine in."
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Gifts t o t h e SaTior.
Saw you never in the twilight,
When the sun had left the skies;
Up in heaven the clear star shining
Through the gloom like silver eyes ?
So of old the wise men, watching,
Saw a little stranger star,
And they knew the King was given,
And they followed from afar.
H e a r d you never of the story
How they crossed the desert wild,
Journeyed on by plain and mountain,
Till they found the Holy C h i l d H o w they opened all their treasure,
Kneeling to that infant King, .
Gave the gold and fragrant incense,
Gave the myrrh in offering?
Know you not the lowly infant
W a s the bright and morning star,
H e who came to light the Gentiles
And the darkened isles afar?
And we too may seek his cradle,
T h e r e our heart's best treasure bring—
Love, and faith and true devotion,
For o u r Savior, God and King.
Selected by Catherine Lehman,
Almira,
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in land values, especially where a
colonoy of industrious brethren will
JAY G. HALDEMAN.
locate, cannot help but return to the
I will try and write a short article investor a large return. There are
for the VISITOR. Having read the ar- such who wish to go who cannot buy
ticle of Bro. T. A. Long in the De- land and would be glad to farm and
cember 1, issue of the VISITOR con- improve land others buy. Let us hear
T. A. LONG.
cerning forming a colony of the breth- from all.
ren for southern Texas, I think it is
Conditions i n India.
a move in the right direction. In the
Dear Readers: We know that many
first place it would be the means of
are
interested in this great land, and
spreading the doctrine of the breththerefore
we feel that it is the right
ren, and also a means whereby many
thing
that
we send the following incan get cheap homes- in a good counformation
for
earnest prayer and contry.
sideration.
Our
readers have unIt is now quite a while since we
doubtedly
noticed
in the daily newsmoved away from the church, and I
papers
various
reports
of the crop conhave long since been shown my duty
dition
of
this
country.
But perhaps
in regard to getting my family to the
a
few
words
from
one
that
is present
church. It became a real burden to
on
the
field
will
not
come
amiss.
Our
my mind as to what I should do, and
hearts
are
burdened
as
we
look
into
I was wrought upon until I took it to
the
future,
and,
at
times,
in
prayer
the
God in prayer and asked'what to do
Spirit
dictates
to
us
in
such
a
way
that
and trusted he would open the way.
we must believe there is much sufferIn a very short time afterward the
ing to be endured by the poor of this
VISITOR came to hand and I read Bro.
country. Poverty is of such a charLong's article which was a real anacter here that when there is the failswer to my petition, as my mind was
ure of any of the crops there is much
turned that way for quite a while,.but
suffering. But this year there is a
the way was not open on account of
wholesale failure, to such an extent
the church not being there.
that the Government has declared
Now, I will say in regard to any famine conditions for W H O L E I N that may think of moving away from DIA. The rains stopped about the
church privileges, take my advice, and middle of September, leaving the
never do it, but if possible settle where rainy season crops in a condition that
there is a church. You may think you they have not amounted to near what
can do right just the same. That is was expected. In some provinces
true also as I find the same God rules there was not the rain that we have
wherever you go, but you will also had in Bengal.
In this district—
find that one stick of wood won't burn Manbhum—the crop is only one-third
as good as if there are more together. what it usually is. In some places it is
Now, I will further say I hope we better than this and in some places it
can form a good sized colony and go is worse, but rice is such a price as
there so there may be church and has never been known before in the
Sunday-school from the start.
history of India. In the famine of
Yours for progress in the right di- 1900 rice sold even in the famine disrection.
tricts at 12 and 14 seers (24 and
Ponca City, Okla.
281bs.) per the rupee (33c). At the
present time rice is selling at six seers
T h e Colonization Project.
per rupee. This is at harvest time
Since my first writing nine families when rice is generally cheap. We are
have written and given their approval made to exclaim as we look at these
of such a move, and are willing to in- condition of things, if this is the bevestigate with the view of locating ginning, W H A T WILL T H E E N D
near the gulf coast. Some brethren BE!
started to-day to look over the counFor a while the seditious spirit was
try, and, no doubt, will give us some
having
its right of way and the people
report before the next excursion which
were
much
stirred in the interests of
will be on January 7, 1907, at which
time we are anxious to have all go their own country, and there was
along with the party that have a de- much talk against the Government.
sire to locate or invest, and at which The Government did what they
time we trust a decision will be reach- thought best for its suppression and
ed where the colony will locate. Such we are glad that things are getting
who have money to invest cannot go quite quiet again.
wrong to go with the party and purThe strike spirit has lately taken
chase a portion of land, as the advance hold upon the railway men and one
A b o u t Colonization.
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of the largest roads in India is at the
present at a standstill. The writer was
in one of the principal stations when
the strike began and had to finish his
journey by a bullock cart. These
things to us are all indications of our
Lord's near coming.
As to famine relief, if any are
prompted to send offerings to relieve
the suffering of the hungry, they may
do so by sending to us and we will
be glad to do what we can to save
from death by starvation. This station is to be made one place for distribution. The people within a radius
of fifteen miles who will require help
will be sent here. No famine relief
as yet has been started in this province,
but in the central and upper provinces
famine relief camps have already
been started.
If again there is to be a famine we
trust that many children will again be
rescued. Of those that were rescued
in the late famine many have grown
up into lives of happiness and usefulness. We must wonder why so much
famine. Is there no other way of
bringing the people to God? You
will hear from us again ere long as
the distress increases.
Yours in the Lord,
D. W.

ZOOK.

Raghimathpur, Manbhum Dist., India.
November 25, ipo/.
•• *
From Bro. and Sister Myers.

"What doest thou here Elijah?"
( I . Kings 19:9.)
We all are somewhere in this life,
but alas, many are not where the
Lord would have them to be. We
meet with many of the saints that
read the EVANGELICAL VISITOR, and
they say that* they are glad to hear of
us in that way. We may be somewhat tedious to our dear editor, but
we beg forbearance.
We sojourned in Chicago about
five weeks in which time we made the
Brethren in Christ Mission our home,
and were kindly entertained, or, were
at home with them. We attended
many places of worship, Missions and
other places of worship. We were
made to feel that we were among a
people of whom Jesus said, "not all
that say, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of God."
"The Lord Jehovah said to Elijah
what doest thou here?" We know
that Elijah had fled for fear and so
he was not at his place of duty; yet he
had a reason for being where he was
when the Lord talked to him. Read
verse 10: The condition of his sur-

VISITOR.

roundings had become somewhat
troublesome, and, indeed, terrifying.
Think of him, in fear of his life, and
then the Lord commanding him to
stand forth upon the mount: '"And
behold the Lord passed by and a great
and strong wind rent the mountains
and brake in pieces the rocks before
the Lord; but the Lord was not in the
wind." Oh my, how that seems like
the noise of the present day religion!
Why we get into places of worship
where it seems to smash up everything that comes into the place. It
makes us wonder at the power. Yes,
so it did Elijah, but the Lord was not
in the wind. "And after the wind an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in
the earthquake." Thank God for a
better order of things. Earthquakes
cause desolation where they occur.
God's order is to save. Sin destroys.
Elijah feared*sin. God showed him
the power of sin because he was zealous and was afraid of sin. "And after
the earthquake a fire, but the Lord
was not in the fire." (Verse 12.)
Men and women are praying and professing the baptism of fire, and if
they would get it as John Baptist
preached, it would burn the pride and
starch off the bodies of men and women. Yes, the feathers and dead
birds off the heads of the women, and
moustaches off the faces of men; and
men would let nature have its course
as God created men with hair on the
face, but the woman with a smooth
face. Elijah by this time had become
somewhat exercised before God, that
after the fire there came a still, small
voice. (Verse 3.) "And it was so
when Elijah heard it he wrapped his
face in his mantle." Yes, beloved, we
would have need to cover our faces
before God and men, when we think
of our testimonies, if they were written and read before us.
Chicago is said to be a wicked city
The saloons stand out very prominent.
It is said Chicago has seven thousand.
Well, no doubt, houses of ill-fame are
there in number to the population as
in other cities; yet, notwithstanding
all the evils there are many who are
holding forth the way of life, and
sinners are reached and brought to
accept salvation through the blessed
Christ.
"What doest thou here, Elijah?"
God only knows if we did any good
in the way of helping to build on
Bible ground, or the faith once delivered to the saints. May God bless
his faithful few. "Thou hast a few,
even in Sardis, who have not defiled
their garments and they shall walk
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with me in white for they are worthy."
Hallelujah to our God! Again, the
revelator says, "Behold, I come
quickly, hold that fast which thou
hast that no man take thy crown."
Our visit to Chicago is in the past;
we came to Nappanee, Ind., on November 27, and were conveyed to our
brother, Elder John Stump's home.
We found Bro. Stump and family
very pleasant and filled with love,
though Bro. Stump was kept in doors
with a sore hand for over three weeks,
but, thank God, he had improved
much when we left. We stopped
about ten days with the Brethren
here, but owing to cold and neuralgia, I could not fill all the appointments they had made for us. We
stayed a week at Bro. Stump's home
on account of my cold and neuralgia.
May God bless brother and sister
Stump, and all the family, for their
kindness to us. We learn what
brotherly love is when we are sick and
away from home. They were so-kind,
and will ever live in our memory. We
came to Garrett, Ind., on December 7.
Here we were met by our
dear brother John C. Dick, formerly
of Mechanicsburg, Pa., and conveyed
to his home, where we met his dear
wife and children. They were so
glad to see us that they shed tears of
joy. We met three times in service
with the church in this place. On
Wednesday, December 11, we came
to Mansfield, Ohio, where brother D.
L. Zook and wife met us, and we
reached their home late that night.
Since then we have enjoyed their
fellowship, as also that of mother
Zook, widow of Joseph Zook, , deceased. During the last week we attended the continued meetings at the
Chestnut Grove M. H. in charge of
Elder J. N. Hoover, of West Milton,
Ohio. We also had the pleasure to
here meet our missionaries, brother
and sister Wenger, and sister Heisey,
who expect to sail for South Africa
about the last of March, and we had
the pleasure to again renew our former acquaintance and to tell the dear
friends about brother and sister
Steigerwald; how we met them, as
this is their former home.
"What doest thou here, Elijah?"
Oh dear readers, I fear sometimes I
may not at all times be where the
Lord wants me tb be, and in my zeal
or zealousness, not so fully understand the Lord's purpose.
It was not in the wind, nor in the
earthquake, nor in the fire, but in that
still small voice. Oh, to have some
of the gifts that Paul writes about in
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I. Cor. 12. If oue is to be desired
above the other by me it is the gift of
discerning of spirits.
We close with the thought that we
have come near another Christmas.
May every child of God consciously
realize what Christmas means! "What
doest thou here, Elijah?"
Yours in love,—waiting for the
near coming of our Lord.
December 21, 1907.
Mansfield, Ohio.
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

True Worship.
E M M A C. LONG.

Some worship God as a person, and
address him as 'dear heavenly Father."
But Jesus said that "God is a Spirit"
(John 4:24), and "the true worshipers worship him in spirit and in
truth."
f '
The term "dear" is to manifest human affection between the one we address and us. But when we say "Our
Eather who art in heaven," we make
a general prayer that includes all who
call upon our one Lord. We worship
God truly when we are meek, and
serve others. Love creates in us
strength and wisdom: to so impart ourselves to the good of all. •
THANKSGIVING.

The article on this theme of issue of
December

2

in

the
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is most nobly written, as by
the Spirit of God. Could we not increase its circulation by this special
number? As for me, I read them
over and over again, then passing
them on to others; expecting that
more may feast on the good things
that I enjoy.
Our church paper has made a great
increase since we receive help from
authors who have more education and
are broad in comprehension of Christian development.
Lawrence, Kans.
VISITOR

The Lord's day is observed as an
appreciation of the Lord himself and
of that kingdom which he came to establish. The day itself—the first of
the week—was suggested by its great
relation to the appearance of Christ
after his resurrection, and so long as
Christians acknowledge Jesus Christ,
his day can never lose its significance.
—Rev. Frank Ballard.
If I had a mind to hinder the progress of the gospel, and to establish
the kingdom of darkness, I would go
about telling people they might have
the Spirit of God, and yet not feel
it.—Whitefield.
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Temperance—A Sermon.

(Continued from page 1.)
hold it steadily to its work. When
these nerves are paralyzed by alcohol
the heart beats too fast and performs
so much extra work, having no time to
rest between beats.
The strong
healthy tissues are changed into fatty
material which have no power to contract. The whole heart enlarges, and
its muscles feel soft and flabby, and
too weak to send the blood completely
around its circuit, and the result is
dropsy, difficult breathing and other
ailments are sure to follow. The
walls thicken, cavities enlarge and the
muscles become so enfeebled that they
can no longer contract and suddenly
the heart fails to beat—dead. In this
way we could proceed describing its
awful effect on all the organs of the
human body, but to save time we will
forbear, only the nerves we will notice lastly. Alcohol seems to have a
special affinity for the nerves. That is,
when a person dies under the influence of alcohol and an immediate
examination be made, it is found that
nerve fibers contain more of this
poison than any other part of the body.
Alcohol has been distilled already
from the brain of the intoxicated dead.
The nerves that control and regulate the circulation of blood are weakened, and the veins, arteries and capillaries are enlarged; hence the red
nose, red face and bleared eyes of the
drinking man.
MOST

PATENT

MEDICINES ARE

AL-

COHOLIC.

Many who deter from the use of alcoholic liquors as a beverage, preaching and praying for prohibition, are
constantly sucking the patent medicine
bottle, which on an average contains a
larger per cent, of alcohol than beer
or whisky. According to the reports
of Massachusetts Board of Health
Peruna contains 23.44 per cent, alcohol; Swamp Root, 5.78; Lydia Pinkham's Vegetable Compound, 16.77;
Ayer's Sarsaparilla, 26.2; Hood's
Sarsaparilla, 18.8; Hostetter's Stomach Bitters, 44.3; Baker's Stomach
Bitters, 42.6 per cent.
We could thus name a long list but
for the sake of brevity we will desist.
Nearly all patent medicines contain
alcohol. So many people instantly
seek a sedative for every little ache
or pain, and the supposed remedy is
more serious than the ailment itself.
It has been estimated that sixty millions of dollars are annually spent in
the U. S. A. for patent medicines.
Did you ever see a person who

claimed to be cured by patent medicine entirely quit all nostrums?
Many mothers make the sad mistake
of drugging their babies every time
they cry, with Soothing Syrup to put
them to sleep. They had much better
endure a little annoyance and let the
little babe expand and develop its
lungs than to paralyze and injure its
nerves and make him an easy victim
to the opium, cocaine and alcoholic
habits. ' Many parents wonder why
their children are so easily led into
those habits when in fact they themselves laid the foundation in the use
of these drugs in soothing syrups.
ALCOHOL AS A MEDICINE.

Many of our leading physicians are
discarding alcohol entirely as a medicine. This is what some of them say:
"Alcohol is a toxic substance which
ought to be retired from the materia
medica and placed in the catalogue of
obsolete drugs with tobacco, lobelia,
etc."
Another
says:
"Alcoholic
liquids, though much used, have very
limited value as therapeutic agents."
Another says: "Alcohol has no place
in my remedial list. It has been banished not from sentiment but from
knowledge secured by scientific investigation."
Thus we could give a long list of
testimonies of the leading and most
successful physicians. You need not
take my word for it. Ask professional
men. Here we have with us Dr. Nysewander. Ask him after these services
are over, and if he does not corroborate
with what I am telling you, just let
me know, because I mean to tell the
truth only.
And mydenouncingpatent medicines
is without selfishnes. I am no M. D.
If I were you might think that I am
speaking for my own interest. But
I tell it because we ought to know the
truth.
Alcohol is a narcotic and stupifies
the nerves the same as morphia,
opium, cocoaine, etc., and to paralyze
them to make the sufferer unconscious
of his pain, does not, in the least, remove the disease and its cause. T o
catch, bind and gag a watchman when
he gives the alarm of approaching
thieves would only make it easier for
the invaders to accomplish their purpose. Therefore to silence the reporting nerve does not help to destroy the
disease or cause of pain, but in many
cases lets down the bars for the intruding ailment.
Ministers of the gospel, and temperance revivalists have lent their
photographs and strong testimonials
to help the patent medicine charlatan
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advertise his intoxicating nostrum,
being perfectly ignorant of its ingredients. Sometimes recommending
them as excellent cures for the drink
habit, when the medicine contained a
larger per cent, of alcohol than the
most common intoxicating beverages.
W e should be more cautious.
L I Q U O R T R A F F I C No

k

H E X P TO LABOR.

There is less money paid out for
labor in proportion to the cost to the
consumer for the manufacture and
sale of liquor, than for the manufac :
ture and sale of any other commodity.
Let me give you some well prepared
statements. If a laboring man buys
$100 worth of boots and shoes, he
buys $20.71 of labor. In buying S i o o
of furniture, he buys %2T).'/'/ of labor.
In every $100 worth of hardware, he
buys $24.17 of labor. I n purchasing
$100 worth of clothing, he buys $17.42
of labor. In every $100 worth of cotton goods, he buys $16.91 of labor.
In every $100 worth of men's furnishing goods he buys $18.34 of labor.
I n buying $100 of worsted and woolen
goods he buys $13.— of labor. But in
buying $100 of liquor, he only buys
$1.23 of labor.
If eight men spend $800 for furniture, hardware, clothing, cotton, worsted and woolen goods and men's furnishing goods, they contribute $137.43
to labor, and at the same time bring
valuable supplies to the family, stimulate business, and add to labor.
If eight men spend $800 in a saloon,
only $9.84 goes to labor, the family is
made wretched, and the men themselves are made worse, physically,
morally, financially, their jobs imperiled, and money wasted. A n d yet in the
face of all these facts it is claimed that
the working men and wojmen pay 75
per cent, of the liquor bill—threefourths of $1,000,000,000, annually in
U . S. A. T h e r e is a nobler and holier
work than to reform one generation of
drunkards after another. T h e drunkard's fountain must be sealed. God
help us rise and do it.
L I Q U O R T R A F F I C A M E N A C E TO B U S I NESS.

I hold in my hands a folder published and distributed by the "Greater
Des Moines Business Club," the purpose of which is to stimulate the
growth of the city by setting forth
educational, religious and commercial
advantages. It speaks of the city's
centrality, wholesale houses, its many
banks, printing establishments, daily
and periodical publications,
retail
trade, inexhaustible coal mines, clay
industries, insurance companies, Statehouse, historical building, free city
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library, new post-office, charitable institutions, excellent hospitals, its many
colleges, high schools, and universities,
the many conventions yearly, military
post, State fair annually, gas and electric plants, its many miles of street
paving, water mains. It also speaks
of its numerous beautiful parks and
other advantages in line of water
power, etc., etc. But it never mentions a word about the ONE HUNDRED
saloons which infest the capital city,
and their damning output every twelve
months. T h e y are as silent as death
on the income derived by the license
tax of the grog-shop.
W h y is the " C l u b " so mum on the
saloon question? They well know
that the liquor traffic is a great curse
to the city and endangers life, limb
and property. They also realize that
for every dollar the saloon pays into
the city treasury for license to carryon the nefarious business, it costs the
city two dollars. T h e saloon, gambling den, and brothel are triplet
sisters.
Any wide-awake business
man knows that these evils' are
avowed enemies to any legitimate
business, labor, morals, education and
Christianity.
W e have men in high office at the
very head of our government that
b~- r e the courage and audacity to dig
u p the corruption of R. R. companies,
trusts, etc., but they quail before the
threatening power of the liquor traffic.
May God raise up men that would
rather be right than be high officials
and crush this slimy serpent, in whose
trail we find only shame and poverty,
h u m a n blood and bones, blighted
lives and bleeding hearts.
AN

ILLUSTRATION..

Allow me to interest you a moment
with an illustration. H e r e I have five
beautiful, white and fragrant carnations. If you doubt their fragrance,
come and smell them. Let this one
represent a beautiful, pure, virtuous
young lady, with splendid habits and
possibly religious. She moves out into society, is influenced to attend the
theater, the dance, next she joins a
ladies' lodge or club. W i n e is set before her, she partakes, a relish is created, she tipples, falls—morals are
gone, virtue lost, respect destroyed,
ruined—dies and goes to her grave a
prostitute. Poor soul (as the illustration closed the beautiful, white
and fragrant flower was picked to
pieces and thrown to the floor).
CARNATION

NO.

2.

This flower represents a young man
who once was as pure as this beautiful white carnation, with good
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habits and many lovely graces. His
companions invite him into a saloon
and for the first time he presses the
intoxicating cup to his lips. H e is
warned by his saintly mother, but he
replies, I never will be a drunkard. I
can drink or I can let it alone. But
soon he is a slave to strong drink.
H i j fine sensibilities are destroyed,
good judgment destroyed, will-power
lo:;t, trains with harlots, lives a dissipated life—purity lost, virtue lost,
honor gone, dies a shameful death,
fills a drunkard's grave—lost!
(At
the close of the illustration the flower
was picked to pieces and cast to the
floor.)
CARNATION X O . 3.

W e will have flower number three
to represent a well-regulated, moral
home, where there is peace, love, joy
and plenty. T h e larder is well-filled,
wardrobe replenished, the coal bin
with plenty of fuel, and fine flour in
the flour chest. You hear the merry
laugh of children, the joyous song of
a happy mother and wife. Cheerful
greetings in the evening as papa returns home from business; papa
presses a kiss of affection on the
happy face of his devoted wife, he
dandles the cooing babe, he plays with
his children, he says-grace at the table
while all the members sit with bowed
heads and folded hands. But by and
by he is persuaded to join a lodge—
possibly the Free Masons or Odd Fellows, the wine cup or champagne is
introduced—no harm they say—he
drinks, the alcohol habit is formed, he
lost his will-power, his thirst is insatiable, he comes home drunk. T h e
wife too has joined a club and has
taken to tippling, neglects her home,
her children; her prayers are forgotten, poverty steals upon them, business fails, need raps on their door, the
larder is e n n t y , no robes in the wardrobe, walls bleak and bare, no fuel, no
bread—coal, hungry, desitute ! H e a r
the wail of the children—instead of
the merry laugh of the innocentj we
hear the pitiful cry for b r e a d ; in place
of the joyous song of a happy mother,
we hear the wail of despair. T h e y
have lost their
happiness,
their
purity, their virtue, and morals.
They have lost their home, good
friends and honor. They are dissipated, ruined, wretched and die in
contempt and hopelessness—without
God, home, or heaven—children handed over to the mercies of others.
Tens of thousands of homes have been
ruined by king alcohol. ( A s the
illustration closed the flower was destroyed and cast to the floor.)
(Concluded next issue.)
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J o h n Kemper's N e w Year.
John Kemper came into the kitchen, and,
depositing his armload of kindling into the
woodbox, shook the snow from his clothes
and stood warming his hands over the
glowing stove.
There was an air of homely comfort
Pabout the tidy little kitchen that made it
look veiy cheering on such a night as this.
An idea like this floated through John's
mind, as he stirred his coffee and helped
himself to a slice of mother's brown bread.
Living in the city had not demoralized his
mother, so far as cooking was concerned,
at least.
They were plain country people, and
had come to the city almost a year ago because John had been persuaded to believe
that he could do better working in the machine shops than it was possible for him to
do on the rocky little farm.
. They had found out their mistake' long
ago, and the Summer had been one of
homesickness and regret. Then, just as
Winter set in, the shops had shut down,
and John had found no steady work.
There seemed to be no help for it.
Adam Rodley, to whom they had rented
the farm, was a man who gave way for
the feelings of no one. H e had leased the
place for five years, and the owners knew
better than to ask him to give it up. But
young people are usually adaptable, and as
the months passed by John thought less
and less about going back to the farm.
Duiing these days of enforced idleness, he
had fallen into doubtful company, and,
while he had not exactly become one of
those with whom he mingled, their ways
were becoming daily less repulsive to him.
Chief among these was a hard, daring
young fellow, who, it was darkly hinted,
had been guilty of fighting and drinking.
For some unknown reason, Dan Fadwick had taken to patronizing Kemper. At
heart John was really little more than a
boy; therefore, while Fadwick disgusted
and frightened him, he felt foolishly flattered by the rowdy's attention. Yesterday
he had taken John aside and informed him
that there was to be a great game in the
rear of Schwiner's saloon on New Year's
Eve.
"Nobody gets in without a permit," he
explained, "because they have to fight shy
of the police. But I'll see that you get a
ticket, youngster."
John understood very well that the
''great game" meant a prize-fight.
He
would not go, of course, he told himself.
Still he hoped that Fadwick would get him
the ticket. It would be a triumph over
the other fellows,. who had no scruples
about such things, and who were very anxious for a card.
But the ticket had not come.
thought of it now, and somehow he
glad of it. H o w did he know but
the temptation would have proven
strong for him ?

He
felt
that
too

At this moment there was a rap at the
door. John got up and went out into the
entry. As he opened the door there was a
rush- of snow that almost blinded him.
I t . w a s the postman with letters. It was
an. uncommon thing for him to stop at the
Kempers.' H e held them up in the light
that streamed out from the kitchen. Tearing open one of the envelopes, he glanced

VISITOR.

hastily at the green card inside, and then
thrust it into his pocket.
H e was trembling from head to foot
when he came back into the kitchen. W a s
it the cold air that made him shiver? or
was it the sudden resolve of which he was
conscious? H e tossed the other letter into his mother's lap.
"Oh, m y ! " she said tremulously, "it's
from Adam Rodley. H e says he has an
offer of a good place in Missouri an' wishes
we'd take the farm off his hands."
John was conscious at that moment that
he did not want to go back to the farm.
All of the old life came up before him—
the endless round of dull drudgery, the
hones', country people, the little white
meet.ng-house, where he had once revere n d / joined in the worship. Somehow, he
felt as though he would never again fit the
pule, simple life he had left. H e got up
and reached for his hat. H i s mother looked at him questioningly.
"I—I promised a man I would go to a
little entertainment," he said, keeping his
eyes away from her face.
"But the storm—" He was certain that
there was a look of dread in her eyes.
But he did not look a second time. T h e
storm was more fierce than he had sup-'
posed. H e was blinded and driven, hither
and thither, till he scarcely knew where
he was going. Carriage, after carriage, filled with people going to the New Year's
plays and balls, passed him.
By and by, however, the snow seemed to
have buried and silenced everything. T h e
street lamps, that looked like little balls of
yellow light, grew blurred and finally disappeared. H e stumbled along, feeling that
he could not face the storm much longer.
Just then he came full against a building.
At the same moment a gleam of red light
in the midst of a cloud of snow made him
certain that he had blundered to the place
for which he had started. H e must be
somewhere near the side entrance to the
saloon, he thought. H e passed his hand
along the wall, and almost before he knew
it, he was grasping the doorknob in his
hands. His fingers Were so stiff and
nerveless that he could not turn it. Suddenly, however, the door yielded, and he
fell forward into the room. The glare of
the lights blinded him, and he had not
strength to rise. A few minutes later a
young man with a frank, pleasant face,
that he had never seen before, was bending over him. By this time he become
aware that he was not in the saloon, but in
a church, and that the people were singing. The young man led him to a big
chair over by the register and began to
chafe his hands. H e tried to apologize, but
the stranger stopped him.
"That's all right," he said. "We're having a watch-meeting. Going to watch the
old year out, you know. Just sit there, and
you'll be comfortable in a little while."
Almost immediately John was asleep.
He did not know how long he slept.
But he was dreaming that he had gone
to the prize-fight, and that he had been arrested for killing one of the men. H e
could see his mother reaching out her
hands. But they were taking him away.
"Oh, if I could only go back to the farm
and begin over again!" Then some one
began to sing,
"Come let us anew
Our journey pursue."

[January I, 1908.
The singing grew louder and more real.
H e opened his eyes and looked around
him, a great wave of thankfulness surging
up in his heart. T h e singing ceased and
the young man with the frank face began
to pray. Then there was another prayer
and another. He did not follow them.
H e was having his own thoughts. When
they had risen from their knees he stood
up, saying tremblingly:
" P r a y for one of his children who has
fallen into' temptation, but who wants to
come back to him to-night."
Some one began to sing:
"There is joy in heaven among the angels,
When a wanderer returns to the fold."
And just then the bells broke forth in
a glad peal, proclaiming the advent of the
new year. The people left their seats and
began to greet each other. The young man
came over to Kemper and, putting his a r m
about his shoulder, said with radiant face:
"A happy New Year, brother!"
"Yes, thank God and thank you !" John
returned, clasping the stranger's hand fervently.—Mattie M. Boteler.
The more we fear crosses, the more reason have we to think that we need them.
Let us not be discouraged when the hand
of God layeth heavy woes upon us. W e
ought to judge of the violence of our disease by the violence of the remedies
which our spiritual Physician prescribes for
us. It is a great argument for our own
wretchedness and of God's mercy, that,
notwithstanding the difficulty of our recovery, he vouchsafes to undertake our
cure. Let us then draw from our very
afflictions a source of love, of comfort and
trust in God, saying with his Apostle:
"Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory." "Blessed are
they that mourn and sow in tears, because
they shall reap with joy the harvest of
eternal glory."—Fenelon.

OBITUARIES.
SAUR.—Died, in Willoughby Township,
Welland County, O n t , at her home on
Dec. 12. 1907, of nervous prostration,
Catherine, wife of Martin Saur and daughter of the late Martin Wilhelrh, of Bertie,
aged 59 years. She leaves a husband, (she
being his third wife) one step-son, two
brothers and one sister to mourn their loss.
Sh was a very pious Christian living person, and a few weeks previous to her end,
she yielded her soul to God and accepted
Jesus as her Saviour, and found that sweet
peace that passeth all understanding. F u neral in the Brethrens' M. H . on Sabbath,
Dec. 15. Obsequies improved by A. Bearss
and Jonas Winger to a full house. Subject. "Heavenly warning with the shortness
of time" from Isaiah 40:5-8. Interment in
adjoining cemetery.
BRECHBILL.—Sister Caroline, wife of
brother John Brechbill, was born in Lancaster County, Pa., May 3, 1831, and died
at her home, near Lemaster, Pa., Dec. 9,
1907, aged 76 years, 7 months and 6 days.
Her death was due to heart failure and
dropsy. She is survived by her husband
and these sisters and brothers:
Mrs.
David Keller, Mrs. Daniel Brewer, Ezra,
of Mercersburg and Abram, Henry and
John Brubaker, of Illinois. Sister Brechbill was with the church nearly fifty years
and was a loving and devoted member.
When in health her seat in church was seldom vacant. She truly enjoyed the possession of a meek and quiet spirit which
is in the sight of God of great price. She
wil be missed from the home and the
church, but we feel confident that our loss
is her eternal gain. Funeral service was
held at Montgomery church, Dec. 11. 1907,
by the home Brethren. Interment in adjoining cemetery. Text, Philip-1:21.

